1934 State Hotel.
It was not usual tor the House 1o sit on
Triday, but it was hoped that we would
have the Apprapriation Bill before us to-
worrow.  IE that were so the Assembly
would have practieally finished their la-
bowrs and at the Couneil meeting  to-
morrow we would be able to eonsider the
Appropration  Bill, and  if  necessary
memhers would be asked to meet on Sat-
urday next 1o finish the Bills before Par-
liament and enable the proragation to take
place.
Question passed.

Hunse ad jorrned al 3.21 pom,

Wegislative Asscmbly,
Thuradey. 4th February, 1909,

PiGE

Questions: State Hotel, trade with Asiatics ... 1934
Mines Ventilution . 1934
Anuuul Estimates, Vo'es aud Items (l1scussed ... 1935
Bill: Lioan, LI,#45,00¢, 2x., Cont. ... 197
Taoan l-..stlmnt.es. Genorn] disenssion ... 1881

The SPEARKER took the Chair at 2.30
pan., il read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE HOTEIL, TRADE
WITH ASIATICS.

Me. O°LOGHLEN asked the Mimsier
for Mines: 1, Is he awave that the
greater portion of the eommodities re-
quired by the Staie hotel are supplied
by Asiaties? 2. Will he issue instrue-
tinns Ehat the practiee of patronising
Astalice must cease at the State hotel?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1. No. Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—RAILWAY GOODS
TRAFFIC. DELIVERY.
Mr. COLLIER (for Mr. Gill) asked
the JMiuister for Railways: 1. Is he
aware that serions delays cecenr al the
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Perth  railway  station in the delivery
of perishable gonds booked at  pareel
rates? 2, Will le aoseevinin if the
trahle is ecaused by the present systewm
of Inading parcels and goods n a goods
froek, aod thus eausing confusion and
delny at the ierminal slation?

The MINISTER FOR RAILAVAYS
veplicd: 1. Delays have oceurved in me
or two instances, 2, It is onlyv in very
exeeptional cases (hai pareels arve lnaded
inie wnods trneks.

QUESTION—MINES VENTLLATION.

Mr. TAYLOR (for Mr. Seaddan)
asked the Minister for Mines: 1, Has

his atteution been drawn to a letter hy
AMre. A. E. Johnson, a miner of Kalgoor-
lie, in to-day’s West Australierr whetein
he staies, “that stopes are carried
nearer 2511, than 1461 high; that rhere
are mines on the Golden Mile where the
ventilation vises are covered over wilh
said or mullock ready 1o run down into
the stopes as soon as it is beaten ont.
su when the blasting of hig rock and
firimg-oul  ocenrs, generally at  erib-tiwe
or knock-off time, one gets the smoke
and fumes from the last shift, or from
nne’s own Hring at erib-time.” Further,
““rthat there ave a lui of men suffering
from this cause already on this voung
ficld, and pearly all of them men from
20 to 30 years of age.”’ 2, In view of
this testimony from a practieal miner
will  he canse  further inguiries  to he
made inio the assertions made hy gold-
lields members during the passage of the
Mines Fsiimates before finally aececept-
ing ihe statemenls of Inspeetor Hudson
in contradietion of (hose assertions?
The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1. Yes. Stalemen(s of this sort
have been inquired intv repeatedly and
found fo be exaggerated and iuneorrect,

and I have no knowledge of Me. AL B,
Jolimsen that would lead me to give

more credence to his statement than to
{hose of others who lave made similar
ones. or to aceepl it against that of the
inspeelors of mines. If persons know-
ing of cases where complainl  could
fairly be made would report the same
to the inspectors, throngh the secretary
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of the Miners’ Union, if they like, in-
stead of writing to the Press and mem-
bers of ithe House, they would do far
mare good than by making genecal and
unspeeitic charges. Every such com-
plaint reeeived by the inspeetors is fully
investigated, and they are always ready
and auxious te receive information that
will lead to the reform of abuses and
remedying of defeets whieh might other-
wise eseape their notice when going
through the mines.” 2, No, but specific
complaints. giving precise particulars of
the matters complained about. will al-
wiavs be fully inquired into.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1908-9.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 3rd February; Mr.
Daglish in the Chair.

Agricultural  Department
Minister, Hon. .J. Mitchell).

Vote-~dgriculture, £19,425:

The HONORARY MINISTER, in in-
irndueing  the  Agricultural  Estimates,
sitid: 1 may first be permitted to call
artention to the faet that as economy is
the order of the Jday, we have endea-
voured to practise econonry in this de-
partinent. If members will take the
trouble to compare the costs of this de-
partment to-day with what it was in the
past, they will see that we have not only
praciised economy by means of eutting
down the eost. but we have dene that in
the hest way possible—by conpleting
more work without spending as much as
wus spent before. During the first vear
I bad contrel of the department, tiere
was a saving uf something like £10,600
on the previous vear, and last year the
amount savad was £4,530 ' the expen-
diture in 1903-6. In explanation of the
fact that the decrease thiz vear as com-
pared with my first vear of oflice, was
not o ereat as it was previously. 1 would

(Honorary

point out that amouz other thing auto-

matic inereases have had to he provided
for.  Again. we are now purchasing
stock for afl the departments, and al-
though in this connection a considerable
saving 15 effected menerally vet it costs
our department €640 per vear to hring
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abour this result. To the past the prae-
fee followed was thai if a contract had
been coneluded, the horses and drays were
sold by public auetion, and when a new
contract was to be let a new set of horses
and drays had to be purchased. The
Premier decided that this should not be
econtinted! and handed over fo ocur de-
partmment the work of controlling this
stock. [t is necessary to have an oflicer
to look after the work., There has to he
a man at lhe stables, and we have to feed
the horses pending the letting of the next
contraet. The cost of this work amwunts,
as ] said; to about £640 per year. An-
other additional expense is that we are
now payving uearly £2000 a2 year wore
to the agrienltural societies No mem-
her will object to this expenditure, be-
use afbter all if we look at it as a busi-
ness arrangement, we will see that the
expenditure of the additienal summ pays
us very well. It means increased revenue
from the railways. for large numbers of
stock are ment to the various shows, and
many people travel from place io place.
and. altogether, the indireet benefit is
considerable.  The national show was re-
cently held at Busselion. Some members
visited the town, aml I am quite sure they
will all agree with we that the object
lessun provided was well worth 1he money
the show cost the State. The exhibits at
the show were good, and it was well that
it should liave been held al Busselton, for
that is a place that needs waking up. I
am sorry to have to say that, for the dis-
trict is represented by my colleague the
Treasurer. but there is no doubt about
it, Busselton ix a place of great possi-
bilities, and it was with the idea of en-
deavouring to develop those pussibilities
that we decided that the national show
should be held there this year. By the
holding of these shows, money i= eireu-
lated in all directions, and as from almost
all these sourees the Treasury reaps some
henefit, an indireet return is obtained by
the State for the money they grani the
agricultural  societies.  Many members
have vigited the various shows in ihe State
during the past few months and will
agree they have been a great success, A
marked improvement has been noticeable
in the stock, and altogether the shows



1936 Annnal Estimates :
have provided nn objecl lesson 1o the
agrienltural  eommunity which will un-
doubtedly be taken full advantage of and
will prodnce good results from one end
nf {he State to the other. By attending
these shows {he producers obiain a much
hetter idea as to whai they should do with
regard to slock production, and agricul-
ture wenerally. Then again, money has
heen spent in holding agricultural con-
Ferenees in Perth. The snm of £370 ap-
pears on the Estimates for a eonference.
There is nu doubt that these meelings of

skilled agriculturists do  an  immense
amount of goad. 1 remember that at the
first  conference [ called together 1

Bronglit up the question of the food sup-
plies of 1he people, and said it was es-
sential that the necessity for amporting
fnod stufls for the people of Western
Australia should be done away with. The
producers shonld he encowraged to over-
take the demand, and do their best to pro-
vide all the food stufts required in the
State.  The faet will be well appreciated
that the expenditure of £370 on a confer-
ence ot this character is a good investment,
(Consgidering the time lost by those whae
aftenrded these conferences, there i no
donbt they make a greater sacrifice mone-
tarily than the State. All, however, gain
considerably in knowledge hy ihix expen-
diiture.  The expenditure has to he in-
currved by the State, and appears on (he
[Estimates of my department. Then it
has been necessary fo have addilional
stock inspectars, as part of the duty of
the Government is to protect the stoek-
owners fromm the spreading of diseases,
Money must be spent in that connection.
The expenditure has inereased by £6,000
since T asumed eontrol of the department.
Notwithstanding this, however, I have
managed fo effect a saving of something
like £18,000 as compared with the year
previously to the one in ‘which I took
affice. Then, too, I may take some credit
for the work in connection with the
rabbit-proof fence.
1400 wmiles move of rabbit-proof fence
than there was when I assumed conirol
of the department. and we are doing the
work for £1,000 less than it was done
then. The cost of this department, which
does very mueh geod for the people, is
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£34635 and if one takes from that
£13,700 spent on the rabbii-proof fence,
it will be seen that the sum of £20,000 is
about the amount spent on agriculture
wenerally.  With regard to the rabbit-
proof fence, the only control T have in
that regard is in eonneetion with adminis-
tration.  When one considers the vast
area of the State, and the iinmense pussi-
bilities of the agricultoral industiy, it
must be realised that it is an important
duty to carry ouf the duties counecled
with the depariment. With regard to the
various frade concerns broughi under the
control of the depariment, my desire is
that each one of these undertakings should
be made to pay. That has been the hur-
Jden of my song sinee T undertook ihe
work of the department. At the present
time the State farms, almost withoui ex- .
ception, arve paying their way. The
markets and the freezing works also pay.
T this eonnection, sinee the present
manager assumed control in 1906, thece
has been a surplus of £1,683 over workinz
expenses.  ireecing  works would be
quite justified becanse Ffreezing is one
of those (hings witieh can easily hecome
a monopoly.  Apart from that we rught
to have eonirol of eold storage, because
in a eclimate sueh as we have. it must
play an important part in connection
with the feod supplies of the people.
Evervone knows this country has a high
summar temperature and our produetion
venuires, especiall¥ in connectlon with
fruit, some weans of prolenging the
season. By means of cold storage you
can prolong the season for froit some
four or five weeks and in the easc of
apples vou conld prolong the season to
cover the whole year.  We have not
spent less on agriculture, but we have
made money out of what we have spent.
In connection with the Agricultural
Bank there has been a large inecrease
in the expenditure, but the increase has
heen only commensurate with the in-
crease in business. In 1906-7 we spent
£3,928; in 1907-8 we spent £7,086. and
this year the expenditure is estimated
at £9,720. I want to say that this
amount is paid out of the profits made
by the bank. We do not ask the Treas-
urer to enntribute one penny of this ex-
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prenditure,  The profit last vear amount-
¢d o £40,637, and altogether we have
standing lo our eredit £18,194 as the
result of ihe operations of the bank. i
is not a large snm, and no trading con-
cern eould live on such a small proft,
but this bauk bhas heen designed o do
wark whieh no other bank would take ap.
Tt provides work for the people, and if
it had not heen for the liberalisation of
this bank aud the energy put into the
numagement by ihe officers there would
have been many more people waniing
worle du this State.  If voo take ihe
fignves yvou will see that we have pro-
vided an cuormous amount of work.
Mayv I refer for one mument to the
srstem of management by trastees. The
trst trusteer appointed were My, Rich-
ardson. who was a former Minister for
Tands, and Mr. Hopking, who was alss
an ex-Minister for Lapds. My, Paterson
inangurated this new sysiem of manage-
ment and i hasz worked well and has
obviated delays. In conneerion with this
bunk, when the proposal for its estab-
Lishment was first introduced fo Puilia-
mieni by Sir Joln Forrest it was said
that it wonld do no good, and if members
turn up the dizeussions they will find
that these who were in opposition in
those davs, My, Jlingworih, Mr, Teake,
and otherz, had not one good word to say
for the idea.

dr. Troy: Mr. Gregory and Mr. Wil-
01 were in oppoesition too.

The HONORARY MINLSTER: It
they were I hope they were not eulpriis.
At any rale those in opposition said thad
it could not work any good. Sir Johu
Forvest proved that it would and every-
1hing that he said would happen has
happengd.  The result has been most
satisfactory, and anything I have had
fo say in connection with this bank has
alsu heen realised. When My, Hopkins
retired from the trusteeship, as he was
compelled to do when we had the goud
fortune to weleome him to rhis House,
1 asked a suceesstul farmer at Northam.,
My, Frank Cook, a man who had made
1as way with litile assistanee. and who
had hecome independeni at a compara-
iively early age. I agked him to under-
~take this work. The remuncration is
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very =mall, being merely £2 2= a sitting,
My friend =aid that he would and that
e would help the Siate as mueh as he
pessibly  could.  Mr. Cook has since
accepred the position of trustee and is
deing very good work. The irustees
renerally have done splendid work and
praciieally at a loss 1o themselves,

Mr. Browa: Why do you override the
frustees ?

The HONORADRY MINISTER: 1 did
not hear that vremark,  We have ad-
vineed £743498 from this in-titntion,
and the improvements which have been
offected include the clearing of 378,000
acres. the cultivation of 205,000 acres,
the fencing of 455000 chains, whi'e
water conservation is valued at £535,000,
and huildings are valued at £78,M0. In
additton  on the  purchase of  stock
£71.999 has Deen spent, and we have
paid off liabilities to the extent of
#4214, The total loans authorised on
the 30th June last eame tu £1,045,000
Tt vou will allow me to tell you some-
thing that happened during the finaneisl
vear of 1907-8 vou will vealise why the
expenditure in econneetion with this iu-
stitntion  has  increased.  The trustees
dealt with 2,534 applications for the sum
of £352,000 in the one vear, Of this
total 2,329 applications  for  £380.7080
were approved, and 124 applications £ r
£16.075 were declined in full. The other
applications were amended and granted
in sume degree. The sum paid to bor
rowers in the same period amounted (o
£2158.420, for which the improvements
effected during the year were—and this
is a point I wani to emphasise because
it will satisfy the member for Pilbara
we cleared 102,128 acres. enllivated
23,966 acres. ringbarked 175208 aeres,
and put up 173,896 chains of fencing.
Draining and water supply was worth
£15.027, and buildings £2372. For the
four months ended 31st October last we
authorised advances {o the extent of
£123.900, which is =omething like £30,000
< month, and hon. members will realise
that this is paid in wazes for work
which is being Jdone. May I sav that
that i why we suceeed. Our neighbours
in the Fastern States have had some
tiouhle with their advances, In Sonth
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Australia thev have loxt a. eonsiderable
amount of money and in New Zealand
four,

My, Bath: Xot in South Australia ae-
cording to their last report.

The HONORARY MINISTER: At
any rate T want to point out that we
have succeeded because we add to the
land the cost of the work to be done,
+hich is something to be added to the
security, May 1 say a word in connee-
tion with these advances. Sometimes I
am approached by members and by peo-
ple outside, who, when there is a dis-
appointed application, say that the bank
is no goud. and that it is not deing what
it was designed to do. T want to say,
however, that it is a well managed busi-
ness and that so {ar the losses have heen
very small, and the assistance given to
the people to the extent of £750,000 has
worked  an immense amount of wood.
There is no doubi that we du the work
we set ont to do. I have dealt with the
cosi to the eountry of this institution
and the department. May I say again
thal this bank does not cost the country
one penny, beeaunse the cost ir dedneted
from the earnings, There is one thing
T would like to say in connection with
the capital of the bank. You see we have
an authorised expenditure of one mil-
lion pounds, and we have actually paid
oway three-quariers of a million; we
have anthority to raise anotier balf-mil-
lion, and we will want it in the eoming
vear [ think. I do not think that we
should raise the monev in the State. he-
eause wvherever sou find an encrgetic and
enterprising people you will always find
2 shortage of eash. T think, therefore.
it would be better to raise the money
m London,

Mr. Bath: By what means would you
find interest on =avings bank deposiis?

The HONORARY MINISTER: You
would find an iovestment for savirgs
bank money on ordinary morteages.

Mr. Batl: You tie il up then.

The TONORARY MINISTER: I
ihink we should probably make a mis-
iake if we do nat raise moneyv outside,
hecause evervone  knows  that  without
enlerprise  we cannot have work, and
without money we eannot have enter-
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prise or work. The country is hunger-
ing for bread and the greatest trouble
of all just now is monev. There is work
to do in the country if we only had the
money to do it with,

Jr. Bath: Better o loeal pawn-shop
than one outside.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do
not agree with the hon. member and
I have had some experience of money
lending.

Mr., Underwood: How is it for an

overdraft now?

The HONORARY MINISTER : I
never refuse to advance a man money
on personal seeurity, and in offering him
money T invite him to come into the
steong room. 1 ean offer the member for
Pilbara as much as he likes if he will
allow me to put him in such a safe place.
Hon. members will appreciate the work
of this department, and I am sure they
will agree with me that the expenditure
I have mentioned Lias been particulariy
well invested. The work of agrieulture
really represents the foundation of the
future. the prospervity of the State, be-
eause the produetion is a perennial one;
vear by year we gather in our crops.
Everyone knows that the work of the
Agricultural Depariment is a work of
encouragement and direetion. Tt is be-
cause we desire to de this work and to
dv it thoroughly that we ask Parliament
to grant this sum of money. When we
remember the immense possibilities open
te us and that eaeh year missed is a
year absolutely losi. the neeessity will
be seen for pushing on with the work,
You eannot go back. If vou leave a feld
uneropped for a year vou cannol take
twn erops from it next season. The de-
pression now hanging over the State can
be removed, and will be removed, by
agricultural development. There is no
doubt ahout that. Hon. members wiil
realise that when thev remember what
has béen dene during the last {wo or
three vears. 1 repeat that but for the
work of this department the position
would not have been even as good as it
is to-day. We have suffered. and it is
enly becanse we have exerted ourselves
that we have been able to do as well as
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we have done. We have been most an-
xjous 1o develop this State. There is
work here for all the people in the State.
and indeed for a great many more. Un-
fortunately the work is not to be had,
but just the same it is there to be done.
The Agrienltural Bank is  doing  good
wurk in assisting to keep the men em-
ployved. We have been particularly for-
tunate in secuving the services of Pro-
fessor Towrie. I fully realise the neces-
sity of having in the department an ex-
pert. a man capable of directing and en-
couvaging the people to better things.
Two vears ago T realised that that man
was Professor Lowrie. During the last
two years T have struggled on, deing a
large part of the work of a director my-
elf. T have been watting for Professor
Lowrie, and we have got- him to-day.
You know how he increased the wheat
vield in South Ausirvalin by the ntro-
dnetion of fertilisers. My friends oppo-
site often quote  South Austraha, and
Hrhtly so, as a place of energy, enter-
pnse, and go.  The resull fhat has
been achieved over there has heen
dne largely to the work of Pro-
fessor  Lowries He probably pnt
pounds  in value on every acre of
wheat land in that State. His work there
had an immense influenee on the export
trade, Then. too. his work in New Zea-
land was of great benefit to the Dom-
inion. It was largely in connection with
the improvement of sheep. His lambs
from that country averaged 18z, for
manyv vears. Now he has come here to
take a hand in the developmeni of our
vast resources, and I think he will make
himself known. Apart from his Home
experience he had had, as I say, experi-
ence in South Australia and in  New
Zealand. As far as wheat growing is
concerned, we are quite equal to South
Australia in regard to land; for intense
culture we are quite the equal of New
Zealand, except that we are absolutely
undeveloped. Professor Lowrie now has
a wagnificent field, and T am sure he will
net shirk his fenees. It is not necessary
for me to sav muech about Professor
Lowrie’s qnalifieations.

Mr. Johnson: How does he propose
to work—in the offiee or in the field?
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The HONORARY MINISTER: |
think his proper place is in the field,
and T am re-organising the office in such
a way that s whole time will be de-
voted to the work of eueouragement and
direction.

My Bolton: You arve not going to ham-
per him. are you?

The BONORARY MINISTER: T am
not in the habit of hampering any man.
He is here to do his work. and he wili
do it. Tn regard to the work of the
past, three years ago we had 408,000
acres under crop and under fallow; to-
day we have 646,000 acres under crop
and under fallow. That is 60 per cent.
ingrease iu that short time and it 1s, 1
think, bound to be vegarded as satisfac-
tory. Then, too, if hon. members will
turn to the figures they will see that in
1905 we had 2,129,000 aeres under eunl-
tivation or in preparation. As hon.
members know, this work of prepara-
tion takes time: it takes much time to
bring land under culiivation. You have
to ringbark, and then vou have to wait.
Yel we have 3,481.000 aeres under cul-
tivation and in eourse of preparation
to-day: an increase again of G per
cent, That also is bound (o be regarded

as satizfactory because. in the uear
future, production will increase tremen-
dously. There are at least 15,000,000

acres we know of fitted to vrow wheat.
You will realise thal we have a fairly
long step te take in this regacd. T have
myself visited a grear porlion of ihis
area. extending from Albanyv in the
South to the Murehison in the North,
and to Nangeenan in the Fast. T have
personally inspected a gveat deal of
this area, and spent a greatl deal of time
in doing se. The more 1 travel about the
more convineed am I of the possibilities
of wheat production in this State. Mem-
bers will remember what was said in
this connection five years ago, when it
was deelared that we eould not feed ounr
preople, and that we could not grow suffi-
cient flour for local requirements. To-
day we have a glut of wheat in Fre-
mattle. In our haste to ship it away we
have caused a glut of wheat for the first
fime in the history of the State. T think
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that 15 a glovious thing, because it
menns that so mueh more work is being
done on the land. We are now facing
the whole world with an unlimited mar-
ket, and with unlimited possibilities.
Then, teo, whilst our wheat lands have

received attention and their develop-
ment has wone on  apaee, the pas-
toral industvy also has flouvished.

If vou take the figures you will find that
in 1898 we had 2,251,000 sheep, whereas
10 yewrs later we have 3,600,000 sheep;
in cattle we had 10 years ago 269,000
head, whereas to-day we have 754,000
head, or three times as many in 10 short
vears. If hou. members will allow their
minds to travel over the vastuess of this
greal country and (o note its possibilities
as to stoek, they will realise that in this
conneerion lhere is a wonderful future
heture us. The ouly thing in connection
with this pastoral industry is that a mar-
ket should be provided. For you must
have a marker or you cannof eavey on,
and growers eanunot gn on inereasing their
herds unless they lLave an outlet for the
stock. The figures are there, and they
can ke proved satisfactorily to any wman
who takes into consideration the daty of
this Committee in regard to these vast
pogsibilities.  If vou take the fruit in-
dustry vou will find it has reached re-
spectable proportions, and is still grow-
ing to-day. In 1899 we had 6,600 acres
under crop, whereas in 1908  we liad
18,000 acres under erop,  That is no
small inereuse. We have put on nearly
12000 aeres in 1 vears. It is indeed
smnething achieved. 1 veally think that
i this eonnection we have done something
of whiel we can be justly proud. This
fruit industry is going to he a great
thing for our State. Sowme attempt is
being made to export fruit, and that
attempt i3 going to be suecessful. The
apple industry is going to he ane of our
chief industries. Qrehards are seattered
about here and there all over a large por-
tion of the State. 1n totting up the total
T find thal the area exceeds 10.000,000
acres.  Not that we have 10,000,000 under
orchard. but the climate is vight for that
vast aren. Here again, we have vast pos-
gibilities. T think we have a right fo he
proud of that area and of what we have
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doue, and of what we are offering to the
people.  We have been engaged in pro-
viding Faeilities for the settlers. [ do not
know that we have done all that is neces-
sarv in thiz eonneetion: but I know that
in  building these agrieultural railwavs
io interseet the country here and there,
we have established a most desirable
gystemi.  Because no country would leave
any section of its  producers unserved
by railwavs when they can be built
as  cheaply as are our agrieultural
lines.  We lLave built hundreds  of
miles  of  railway, with the result
that the country has been opened np for
fruit, fur stoek, and for wheat. Unless
the produecer has a market he eanuot go
o, and neither ean the eountry go on un-
less agriculture be developed. Tt is quite
impossille (o go on with the production
of stoek in the South-West unless we pro-
vide faeilities for shipping. I think we
should provide these faecilities straight
away. We must ship our eattle from
Wyndham and our fat lammbs from the
Soutl-West corner of the State: and we
wmost also ship our wheat and eur fruit.
Iu this respeet we propose to provide the
necessary faeilities to enable he stuff to
reach the market. There is a great deal
to do in connection with intense eulture,
with dabrving, and with the growth of
truit erops.  That worvk will be under-
taken in the Scuth-West, and Professor
Laowrie will devote a considerable portion
of his time to it. | know that the work
has to he done. Thiy thousand pounds
per day which we are sending away to
the Ensiern States will lave to be re-
tained within the State. It will be the
duty of the Government to look iuto this
question of the development of the South-
West. T do not know that we are doing
all that ean he done by advances frumn
the Agricultural Bank against elearing. It
is slow work, and perhaps we conld dao it
faster and wore economienlly if the Gov-
ernment itself were to elear large areas
with a view to the more rapid settling of
the land. Tt often happens that by the
time a man has grubbed out his |rees

and goi rid of them, he runs shert
of cash, and  does not  become the
producer we  would expect. However,
it iz a question 1hat will have to
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receive consideration whelher the Guv-
ernment cannot elear a large area of land
more econominally than by advancing
through the Agricultural Bank 1o indivi-
dual settlers. And in the matier of
clearing two million acres, there is work
to do, and so long as the Government hold
the reins of power they will endeavour
to do that work. We must develop our
export trade. Some say there is ohjec-
tion to this; that we must not send away
our wheat beeause it will create a short-
age. Bug there is no possibility of doing
that. They say the snme with regard to
grain and fruit; but I think that the only
means  of providing the home market
with produce af fixed and moderate rates
is to develop an export trade, because if
we do that, we get our stuff at reagonable
prices here, and we will not do =0 until
that comes about. Apart from that, the
development of our export (rade will
bhreak down the ery of “No work to do
By no other means will we be able 1o find
emplovment for these people who are
Itere, and for the thousands who are
coming here. There 1s just one thing I
forgot to mention. Our average wheat
vield since 1901 has been about 11V
bushels, and there has been little differ-
ence in fthe average from 1901. In ihat
vear the yield averaged 10 bushels, 1in
1902 it was 10 bushels, and in the nexi
year 13 bushels, while in the three sue-
ceeding years it was 11 bushels, and lasl
season the averape was 11.1 bushels. I
do not wishto make any comparison with
the Eastern States, but T want to point
ouf fhat the producer here is on a betier
wicket, because his erop is wore certain,
the elimate is inore recular. and when he
seis about development and ineurs habili-
ties that necessitate regular payments he
can do it belter where the return is regm-
Inr a5 it is in this State in regard to
wheat. For instance. in the same period
in South Australia the average yvield has
varied from 3.64 bushels to 11.46; and
the firures for the other Siates are—
Queensland. as low as 3.28 and as high
as 19.40: Victoria, as low as 1.29 and as
high as 14.49: and New Sonth Wales as
low as 1.24 and as high as 17.51.

Mr. Underwood : But the mean average
for Queensland is hetter than ours.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: That
is not the question. The question is, you
get something here and you met it all the
fime. It is a perennial erop, and with
the development of the fallow system,
alreadv being largely followed, our aver-
age will be considerably improved. I
have not much more to say, but T want
to point out that, notwithstanding the
rapid development during the past three
vears, it must appear to hon. members we
might have done much more. But we can-
not de it without men and money. We
import far teo mueh in the way of food-
stuffs, and this has lo be altered. The
bufter that iy made in Victoria, Queens-
land, and New South Wales might just
as well be made here. The money paid
to the 10.000 producers there must he
paid to the 10,000 producers here. As I
kave already said, our duty clearly lies
in the divection of development. There
is no chance of progress unless we dn
thiz. The future of the State lies in the
direction of the development of our agri-
cultural  resources, Tt is said that in
Ameriea 30 farmers support a viliage, IF
that be the case, a very few hundred far-
mers will almest support Perth, because
the development in agrienltural resources
will make possible manufaclures and
atler industries that should exist in this
State. I want also to vepeat ihat there
is o time for stopping er hanging back.
We mnst gel 1o work. hecause each vear
wasted 1s so mueh wealth lost to  the
people of the State. I do not suppose
there is any place in the world that offers
a better relurn for investment in connee-
tion with land. It iz cheap, and our climate
is good, and the return from the land is
practieally assured, and it nalurally fol-
lows thai under such conditions a man
may invest hiz money without fear. Take
New Zealand frow which the member for
Guildford comes. and which he knows zn
well. We find that they have there a big
difliculty in making 3 per eent. an their
investments in land. If the same money
were invested in our State the relurn
would probably be three times the return
the New Zealand farmers get on the pre-
gent price of land in that Deminion. T
understand land there brings from £30 to
£40 an acre. proving the extent to which
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things have improved in the Dominion,
Are we to allow our land to remam idle?
Are we to allow the depression to hang
over the eountry? We must not,  Qur
possibilities are undoubted. We only
want men and money io develop the many
million acres of land available, and make
it one greaf producing field io bave
wealth unfold. My work lies along the
direction of development. I believe in
the State and in its possibilities, and I
helieve, beyond all, onr opportunity is the
present. There should be no depression,
and no men out of work; there should be
enterprise and energy put into the broad
acres of the Stale; and instead of men
seeking work we should be seeking men.
That will soon be the pesition. Apart
from its interest-earning power, there is
no other industry in this State that can
afford to pay a man a better average wage
than the land. There are no inore eom-
fortable people than those on'the land.
whether owners or ewployed. Thar
seems to be the ease; and my duty sepms
to he perfectly clear. I say again, the
opportunity is  the presenf, and that
everybody should take it, whether they
are the people who are here to-day or
whether they are those to come. No doubt
we must have the people and we must
have the money, and we must get both as
soon as possible.

Mr. BATH: We heard a really excel-
lent speech from the Honorary Minister,
but we had heard it so often that there
were solne members who eould repeat it
hy heart. Indeed some of the well-worn
phrases could be repeated hy members
without any trouble.

The Howorary Minisfer: They bear re-
peating.

Mr, BATH: Withont spending £1 on
what was ealled Development of Apri-
culture—and we had frittered away a
zond deal—any country could have made
the same progress that we had made since
agricultural  development had begun in
Western Austealia. Tt was a faet that
we had not nmde developtent propor-
tionate to the amonnmt of money spent,
and to the amount of talk,  The com-
plaint of  hon. wnembers  was, not that
agriculture was not progressing, but ihat
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it was not progressing in proportion fo
the alienation of land and the piling up
of the publie deht and the imposition of
burdens on the peuple. The Minister was
full of enthusiasm for the industry in the
Stale, and recognised, as every member
did, the greal opportunities there were in
the use of the Agrienltural Bank for the
aszistance of those going on the land not
in  possession of a great amount of
money; but there was no reason why we
should not he careful in the administra-
tion of the Bank in a sense of being care-
tul that we wade no loans without seeing
that the meney was properly expended.
There were many instances owing to lack
of supervision wheremen secured advances
for clearving at a certain rate, and then let
eontracts for the work at lower rates and
regarded the difference as a profit on the
transactions . forgetting that ultimately
the money had {o be repaid. Things like
thal led to looseness and to a lack of ap-
preciation of the services rendered by tlhe
Bank, so that in lending money we should
see thaf it was not in exeess of what was
reasonably neeessary to earry out the im-
provewents for which the loan was
granted. The Minister thought it wonld
be beiter to borrow ontside the State the
capital necessary for the Agrieultural
Bank. but he (Mr. Bath) knew no hap-
pier combination of circumstances than
the relafion of the Savings Bank and the
Agricultupal Bank. The two banks
might be amalgamated, it would effect a
saving in  cost of administéation, and
there would  he untformity and homo-
geneity in management. When we on the
one hand encouraged thrift by providing
an institution that gave a reasonable rate
of interest and then utilised the result of
this collective energy in enconraging work
and energy and development on the part
of our population, it was one of our
greatest tributes towards eolleetive or
soelalistie effort. The Agricultural Bank
was one of the outlets we had for the in-
vestinenl of our Savings Bank funds, by
which we provided the intevest paid annu-
allv on the deposits in the bank.  If we
were to seeure the capital of the Agrieul-
tural Bank by loans from ontside, we
should find no sueh safe, remunerative
aml common-#ense methed of investing
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the Savings Baok’s loaus us we now had
in the Agrienltural Bank. It had been
said we sbould lend on wortzage, but
even if by this means we secnred a higher
rate of inferest, there was the difference
that so far as wealth-producing charae-
teristics were concerned, the mortgages
could not be compared with loans of
money to persons going on the land.
These people were producing more wealth
and in deing so were helping along the
country,

Mr. Johuson: They woudd be sub-
jeeted to politieal influence such as in
the ease of P. Stone.

Mr. BATH: That was so. That could
not be compared with the Agrieultural
Bank for those who deposiied their
money- in the Savings Bank knew that,
instead of being invested in doubtful
purposes, it was used lo increase the
wealth of the State, and by the very
cheapness of the money made it possible
for men with little means to secure as-
sistance. Depositors in the Saxvings Bank
knew they had a security which wonld
be quite safe from any such financial
failures as had overcome in the pasi
whay weve regarded as the strongest fin-
aneial institutions in Western Australia.
The man from outside who lent money
had not the same patriofic Interest in
Western Australia as the depositors in
the Savings Bank. All he was concerned
in was to see that he secured interest on
his money. There had been too much of
that kind of thing from those outside
who were called bond holders in other
words, capitalists, who had invested
their eapital in Western Australia, and
had brought their influence to ‘bear fo
defeat patriotie projects, to defeat the
development of Australian national
ideas, in the interest of mere material
wealth and to inlerfere with the develop-
ment of Australia, and the interests of
the people of Australia. The Minister
had referred also to what had been done
in the development of the_resources of
Western Australia. What was the use of
assisiing men to come on the land, to
clear the land, te put it under cultiva-
fion, and te produce crops, if we were
not going to continue our interest in
their welfare by making the scheme
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complete, and see that when they pro-
duced their crops they ecould market
them, and secure the best possible re-
tnrn free from the piracy of ontside in-
dividuals who econtributed  uvothing.
Leok at the position of ounr producers
now; they produced wheat and got for
it 3= 3d. or 3s. 5%%d. per bushel.

The Hongrary Minister:  Where, at
Fremantle or Northam?

Mr. BATH: At Fremantle.

The Honorary Minister: They wet 3s.
8d. there.

My, BATH: The cumparisons he in-
tonded to make were iaken from the
ruling prices on one day. While the pro-
ducer here was geiting 3s. 5v%4d. for the
best quality marketed on that day, the
producers in Melbourne were receiving
3s. 9d. and those in Adelaide 3s. 914d.’
For months past there had been a dis-
parity of from threepence to sixpence
per bushei running in the prices seeured
by our producers as compared with the
prices secured in Vietoria and Souh
Australia. On the other hand, when
our produeers desired te buy bran and
pollard, the by-products of the milling
industry, they had to pay on that par-
tieular day £6 5s. for bran, and £6 15s.
for pollard. In Vietoria and Scuth Aus-
tralia on the oiher hand the agricultur-
alists who needed these arficles could
buy them on that day for £5 for bran
and £5 As. for peollard, although the mii-
ler here was giving from threepence to
sixpence per bushel less for the wheat.’

Hon. F. H. Piesse: 1 deny that, as 1
have done hefore. I challenge the mem-
ber to prove it.

Mr. BATH would take the hon. mem-
ber to the reading room and show him
ihe papers containing the prices.

ffon. . H. Piesse: I challenge him be-
fore this Flouse to prove it.

Mr. BATH: Then under these cireum-
stances he would prove it. While the
producer was getting from threepence
to sixpence per bushel less for wheat
than was secured by the producer in
Melbourne or Adelaide, he had to payx
nearly £1 per ton more for the by-pro-
ducts bran and potlard. There wvas a
screw loose somewhere, and if the Min-
ister were going to develop the industry
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lie would have to see that by some means
or other, and if would need inquiry, the
producer was protected. It was nn use
assisting the producer to grow crops un-
less we saw he got a fair price for them
when grown. If we found it necessary
for the proteetion of the prospector to
erect Slate mining mills for the iveat-
ment of orve. eirennstances such as those
he had narrated made it equally neces-
sary for us to erect State flour mills for
the protection of the people. .

Hon, F. H. Piesse: You can have mine
any day, and § shall be vnly too glad to
get vid of il

Mr. BATH: There was another matter
to be considered, and that was in connec-
tion with the large amourt of agrienliural
machinery that would be required in the
future for the produetion of the erops.
The evidenee wiven before the Tarif
Commission hy those whoe oeceupied a
prominent position in conneerion with the
manufacture of agricultural nnplements,
went to show fhat the finished arvtieles
werve turited out Erennn the shops  at a
price of sowething like 50 per cent. less
than the amoeunt charged io the preducer.
That was, that a machine produced in the
factory for about £40 orv £50 would cost
sommething like £30 to the agriculturist,
Frequently, even after paying that high
price, the article seeured was found not
to bhe durable. Before cheapness, the
questivn of durability had to be consid-
ered. The attraciiveness of a machine

and ifs capaeity to stand wear and tear-

had first to be taken into eonsideration,
and then eame the nuestion of cheapuess.
We had the means herve, not only to seenre
greater durability, but also to provide a
cheaper article than fhe agriculturalist
could secure now., At an AN.A. fuse-
tion organised for the pmrpose of enganr-
aging consumers of Australian produets,
a manufacturer—he  believed the presi-
dent of the Chamber of Mannfactures—
put forward the following scheme, excel-
lent from his point of view. He sug-
gested that the Government should pay
eash down to the manufacturer for agri-
cultural implements, and buy all the
machinery necessary  for agrienltural
work in Western Aunstralial The  iden
was that the Govermnent should pay eash,
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and then they in their turn should sell the
machines on long termns to the agricultur-
ists. That was an example of the coun-
ception of the private enterpriser as to
what should be done for him—he should
geb all the seeurity and all the profits.

My, Hopking: He would not want
security if he got cash.

Mr. BATH: That was the security he
meant. By such a scheme the Govern-
ment would take all the risk. That soit
of Governareut interference with private
enierprise they would always weleome.  If
the State could turn out these machines
withont auy very great alterations to {heir
presenl plant. and supply a hetter artiele
even at lle existing price, and a more
durable artiele. it would be in the inter-
ests of the producer, and they should do
it, Tt was difficult to get away from the
old iden of using the machinery of Gov-
ermuent for the purpese of assisting
those “in the swim.” Reeently he had
read a book by F, T. Bullock and eame
across a reference to the habits of sharks
that fallowed slips at sea. He could not
help eomparing many of these private en-
terprisers having the views he had enun-
cinted, as a schoni of sharks who followed
the ship of State. We should avoid, as
far as possible, waking our people pay
something (o those who gave no service
n return. So long as that was permitted
and the producers, as well as the eon-
sumers. were exploited, so long would
proper progress be averted. The time
had arrived when, if we weve to progress,
if the producers were to be really en-
eotraged. we should give them the great-
ezl encouragement and free them from
the depredations of that kind of person.
There was no hope of any substantial
solutioni of the machinery problem as to
cheapness and durability, vntil the State
either undertook the manufactne  en-
tive{v, or embarked upen experiments an
0 hig seale. so ag {o show the producer
that machines could he produced at a
muelt lower price than was now charged
to the farmer. Amonyg the items included
in the Loan Estimates for the develop-
ment of agricutiure we had the proposal:
fur the erection of abatteirs. cold storage
provisions, export depd!, zrain sheds and
sale vards, tive different propositions and
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the amuount dowit was £35.000. Wi
did the Minister expect to do with a sum
of £33.0007 He was pleased to see that
there was sume proposal to carry out
what he had advoecated here for years
past, and that was to mmake provision for
the eennomieal marketing of our surplus
produce.  We had  seen the diffieultios
that shippers had been eonfronted with
only recently in the shipping of wheat.

Hon, F. H. Piesse: That 1= in earry-
ing wheat.

Mr. BATH: 1In season and out of
season he had nrged we should bave hetter
export facilities. It the Minister would
read the book which has recently been
added to the library, ecalled “Modern
Argentina,” he would see in that what
had been dvne in the way of facilitating
the handling of wheat on a large seale.
The M:nister was probably well acquaint-
ed with what was done in Canada, and
knowing that we had to compete in the
same market we should follow in the zame
step=. We at least ouglht to do what was
possible to enable producers to market
their produce economically, and it- would
be infinitely betier tv spend money in this
divection than to spend it i the way
shown in the public accounlz under the
heading of “Expenditure from Loan for
the development of agrienlinre” We
fonnd there such items as, producers eon-
ference. an exhibition, the epg-laying
competition, the Hamel settlement, and
explorations by naturalists in the North,
and a munber of other items which might
he included in revenue vote for the en-
couragemeni  of agrieulture, but which
conld not he regarded as capital expendi-
ture. which could not be c¢harged to
Gieneral Loan Fund. Rather than tinker
and «ribble our monev away in this man-
ner it would have heen hetter if vears
age we had started to allocate a certain
poriion of Loan Fund for the provision
of those facilities for which we found
need mure and more as the vears went
on and as the vutput of produce was in-
ereared in Western Australia. He was
at une with the Minister in the bope ex-
pressed for inereased development of the
agricultural industry in Western Ausira-
lia, and he did wof think any member
would be found who wonld be umwillinge
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io render whatever assistance was neeps-
sary. not only in the minor details but en
the ruestion of providing roads for the
producers and for the provision of raii-
ways, as long as we were sure that this
expenditure was intended for the general
encouragement of agricultural develop-
wenl, and as long as we knew precautions
were taken to prevent the speculator
from  reaping  the reward of the
expenditnre  to the exclusion of ile
weneral  producer on  the land.

Mr. JOHNSON: It was not his desire
to take up wuch time in diseussing the
general question, but generally speaking
b desired to wive every encouragement he
conld to the agrieultural industry, and in
doing so he wanted to emphasise what he
had always emphasised, that we wanted
to he sure the results we were getting
Justified our expenditure. He was in-
clined to think with the Leader of the
Opposition that the development of agri-
cultuve in this State Lad been too great
in comparisun with the result, and he
thought that was due to a large extent
to the general administration and the cost
of administration. He was inelined io
helieve that of late a great deal more
direcl attention liad been devoted to the
development of agrienlture than pie-
viousty: still, the faet remained the Mini-
ster in his enthusiasm was inelined to rush
into eoncerns and methods of develop-
ment without seriously eonsidering the ac-
tual cost. He wanted to refer partien-
larly to the experiment that the Minister
had recently undertaken at Brunswick.
He had recently had the opportunity of
vigiting the experimental farm there, anid
he desired to pay a tribute to the general
management of that place. As an ex-
hibition of whar could be done in the way
of intense culture by utilising the waste
waters of the country, that undoubtedly
was a greal objeet lesson. The genernl
scheme reflected the greatest credit on
those vesponsible for it, and if the Gov-
ernment were only suceessful in gettine
others on experimenial farms to earry out
such schemes it would he far better for
the State generally. Mr. Seott’s methor
of irrigation was undouhtedly the lest he
had seen. and reflected mueh eredit om the
weneral management displaved by thai
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gentleman. It wounld well repay hon.
members to visit that experimental farm,
but we should remember that while one
swallow did not make a summer, neither
did one good result guarantee absolute
success. Suecess of that kind was due to
the fact that it had the right man to
undertake it. He was of opinion that in
many branches of the department theve
were employed the wrong men, conse-
guently while the Minister could peint
with pride to the suecess of Brunswick
there were other branehes that would not
reflect such eredit on the management.
The Honorary Minister: Name them.
My, JOHNSON: It was his desire to
only speak generally of the whole of the
administration of the central branch of
the department, which, to his mind, was in
a bad state. The Minister devoted a good
deal of his time to fravelling through the
ceuntry, and he had to a great extent to
leave the department under the eontrol
of the under seeretary and others. What
we wanted was a better administrative
head in that department to look after the
general management while the Mimister
and the Director of Agriecnlture were in
the country. He was pleased to hear it
was the intention to enconrage Professor
Laowrie to devote his attention to the field
and not burden him with the general ad-
winistration of the office. But he (Mr.
Johnson) would like to see associated with
Professor Lowrie a capable man in the
administration of the office. All would
agree that the Government were to he
commended for having been able to se-
cure the services of Professor Lowrie.
The Government were fortunate, indeed,
in  getting  him to leave New Zealand.
They were not the first Ministry who
tried to get his serviees, and he helieved
now we would have better results from
that gentleman’s presence. As far as his
(Mr. Johunson’s} littie power and inflaence
would go he would give Professor Lowrie
every encouragement, but he desired that
gentleman to understand that we wanted
him to carry out his experiments as econo-
mically as possible, and not to allow him-
gelf to he carried away by the enthusiasm
which was generally given to the admini-
stration of the Agrieultural Department
by the Press of the eonntry. He eould
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remember when land settlement was a
popular theme and when we had a Mini-
ster of the Crown ecarried away by the
enthusiasm of the Press. If one eriticised
the department then, he was charged with
throwing cold water on the general land
settlement scheme; everything that the
Minister did and said was correet and be-
vond eriticism wilh the result that it went
on s0 wildly that we were paying the
piper to-day. The eost of administraiion
of the Tands Department increased hy
double the amount, and Minister after
Minister had bheen endeavouring to reduce
those costs  without suceess, and so it
would he in the Agrieultural Department
unless Parliament was careful, It was
found that the Press of the eountry were
not inelined to adversely eriticise any ac-
tion of the Minister, and if the Minister
was eriticised we found that the Press
took care thal the adverse erviticism did
net appear. The result was that the Mini-
ster was not careful. Just a few words
in connection with the Agrienltural De-
artinent.  In previous years while speak-
ing in eonnection with the Agricultural
Bank lie had complained of the faet that
the Lands Department had been guilty of
selling lond to settlers at 10s. an acre,
and that those settlers on applying to the
bank for assistanee found that the hank
vaiued it at 3=, or 4s. an acre. He was
glad to notice now by perusing the report
of (he hank that it had been arrvanged
hefore the value was put en there should
be a joint inspection by inspectors from
ithe Lands Department and the bank.
The result was thal the difficulties whieh
formerly existed would be avercome. He
appenled to the Alnisler to try and im-
prove the administration of the office.
The management of the bank veflecled
eredit on its officers so that we heard few
enmplaints, In eonneetion with the Agri-
eiltural Department, with Professor Low-
vie in the field and a capable man in
charee of the office we should get belter
resulte than we were wetting at present.
It was realised that the Minister eanld
itof give much time to his office hecanse.

rightly enough. he travelled =0 nmeh
through the countrv: and to overcome

this position of affairs it was essential
that some new method of organisation
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should be introduced in connection with
thix department.

My, JACOBY : At the outset he wished
(o =ay that he very fully appreciated the
poud work done by the Hounorary Mini-
ster jo his department. It was reeng-
nised that his eheerful oplimisin had been
a pofent tacior in assisting the develop-
nrent  of  agrieudture, and in ndueing
people to agree that the fiuanees of the
State shounld be used to the fullest extent
in  the development of thiz industry.
Still, it was to be feared that in sowme
direetions the early aeclumation indulged
m at the advent of the Minister to that
posiiion Lad resnlted in some little dis-
appointment. The Honorary Minister had
at first appeared in the vole of a fairy god.
mother whose magic wand fourhing here
and there was to banish all the troubles
that affficted the producer, hut in wmany
instances the good things promised had
failed te materialise.

The Howarary Minister: Tell us one.

Mr. JACOBY : It had not heen his in-
iention to mention the fiaseo in eonmee-
tion with the importation of stock: one
of the best sehemes ever devised by a
Minister, but one which, nevertheless, hiad
heen ahsolutelv muddled for want of de-
cent administiation, and by reason of the
employment. of men absoluiely unfitted
for their allotted tasks. He had urged
upon ihe Minister wot to spave pains
to pet the hest possible men o take
charge of this scheme: becanse il was rea-
lired that its execution would mean so
much to the State. But as it had tuened
out, this magnificent schene, instead of
heinw a great thing for the conntry had
really done more harm than good, He
joined with hon. members in weleoming
the advent of Professor Lowrie to this
State. and he felt sure that the Mini-
ster needed no urging to give that gentle-
man a free hand io any reasonable scheme
le wmight propose for assisting the de-
velopment of agrienlture on right lines.
This eountry. as a wheat ecountry. was
woine to reach the 20-bushel standard. If
development “proceeded along  decent
linez, instead of =showing an average
of from 10 to 11 bushels per acre,
the  State would get up to the 20-
hushel mark. The great work in Front of
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the Department of Agriculture was nut
su much (o extend the area of cultivation
as luv leach farmers to get more off these
aeres already under cultivation. Intense
enlture was the particular department
in which it was expected that Pro-
tessur Lowrie would make his mark.
In pas<ing, and in justice to a gentleman
who had done much for agrieulture, it
shonld be «aid that Professor Custance had
heen the real author of the system of utili-
sing superphosphates in South Australia.
He regretied that there was not attached
to this Department of Agriculture a ho-
tanigt, A few vears o a sum of money
was provided for the employment of a
botawisl. in connection with the depart-
went, but for mistaken reasons of econo-
my it had been decided to dispense witl
the services of Dr, Morrison, who was aet-
ing in this eapaeity. Since then there had
erowir up in the department an enormous
accumunlation of plants sent in for identi-
fication. Hon. members would agree that
now was the time when every opportunity
should be taken of classifying the grasses
and other plants in this State; yet, as a
matter of fact there were hundreds and
probably thouands of specimens lying in
the department awaiting identification.
The Honorary  Minister  wonld he
well advised to see that this branch of
his department was placed in as z2o0d a
position as it had been some vears agu.
He agreed with thaese l:on, members whe
had expressed high opinions of the work
of the Agrvicultural Bank, and he thought
that the work of that bank was alio-
wether too restricted. Under cerfain con-
ditions it fook a farmer to a certain
poini and then, just as he was getting
into a fair position it dropped him and

he was foreed to go to the ordinary
hanking institutions for further as-
sistance. There was no other banking
insiitution  so  well fitted to undesr-
stand  the financing of the farmer:
it was an  expert bank, and it knew

betier than did any other institution
how to finance the  farmers. and
at the same time to safeguard iis

own interests. He regretted thai Pariia-
ment in its wisdom had seen fit {o veduce
the fotal amount whiech conld he  ad-
vanced o a farmer. and which stood to-
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day at only £500. He hoped that the
scope of the bank would be extended. He
would like to see it do all the work of
the farmer, and even to take chavge of
the exporting of his wheat. Indeed, he
would like to see the farmers’ wheat
utilised by the Government through the
Government hank for the payment of
interest in London. If would be of greal
advantage not only to the farmers but
to the State if the operations of the
Agricultural Bank were to be extended,
so that when the time came for the far-
mer to still further develop his iolding.
he could do it through the ageney of this
bank instead of going to other institn-
tions. The Minister had pointed out the
very great extension in the planting of
orchards in this State. "We had to-day
some 14,800 acres of orchard, and over
3,000 acres of vineyvard. This industry
wag going to reach a position of great im-
portance, and the time must soon ne-
cessarily  arrive when not only would
the fresh froits of Western Australia be
kunown in the old country and on tue
Conlinent, but the dried fruits of West-
ern Anstralia also would find a good
market in the old world. We had an ex-
cepfionally favourable elimate for the
dried fruit industry. The best class of
dried fruit was that dried throush the
direel ageney of the sun instead of nv
evaporalion. At the lime when our fruit
vipened we had a rainless period, which
would enable orchardists to drv their
fruit by natural means, and so eonimaind
a price on the export market which wonld

nat be less than the highest obtained
by the products of other eountres,
When the time eame fpr us to
enter  =zeriougly into that indusiry

Western Anstralia would have nething
to fear from outside competition. It
mizht interest hon. members to learn
that the orchardists of the State had
been able to make very saftisfactory ar-
rangements in respect to an export mar-
ket for their surplus grapes. As hon.
members knew. grapes had been a drug
in ihe market for the last three or four
vears: but owing to the splendid efforts
of Mr. George Barrett Lennard of the
Swan. who had gone to zreat expense in
this rerard, =atisfaclory markets Thad
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been disecovered and an export trade ou
a profitable and sound basis had at lasi
been established. During the last 10
days 700 eases had been sent away to
oversen markets, and lbose who were
familiar with the magnificent samples
of grapes to be seen in the shop win-
dows of Perth would realise the splen-
did  adverbisewent Western  Australa
would gain by her grapes being distrib-
nted in Turope, in parts of Africa, and
in India. He regretted that he eauld
not  ecnpliment  the Department of
Agrienlture upon the way in which it
had dealt with this partieulary industry.
The great diffienlty to be found in re-
spect of all Government experts in con-
neetion with horiienlture  throughout
Australia was that of seeuring men with
a siifieient knowledae of the expert
work and a sound praetieal experience.
He would suggest to the Minister that it
might be of advantage if in this State
we were to follow the example of Tas-
mania, where the Minister was advised
by an honorary board of praectical Lior-
tienltnrists who had been suecessful in
the various Dbraches of horticulture. Tn
many parts of the State the indusir-
had to suffer grcat disabilities. At ihe
presenl  (ime ihe orehavls were heiny
attacked by a  disease for which
as  vet no  remedy [ad heen found.
This disease was destroving a fair per-
centage of the trees in every orchard, and
the Minister should for economic reasons
recognise the need for something Dbeing
done to prevent its continuing; but to
shaw how the department had kept pace
with this matter. the department’s Journal
ascribed the cause of this disease to want
of drainage and other things, whereas it
had been fullv demonstrated years ago
that these eauses had nothing in do with
it.
[Mr. Taylor took the Chair.]

Mr. JACOBY : The Minister would do
well to establish a board of horticulturists
who would advise as to the best way in
which the industry could be helped.
The action of the Minister in regard to
cold storage was disappeinting. Last
year, there were three cold stores in
Perth. A new-comer brought down the
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rates for cold storage to the minimum ;
but when the season wus over, the Fresh
Food and Ice Company purchased his
plant, .and there were now only two
stores, the Government store and the
Fresh Food and Ice Company’s store.
the result being that the rates for cold
storage had been materially increased.
Fruit-growers looked to the Government
to see that they were safeguarded against
anything in the shape of an undue
appreciation of prices, and it was under-
stood that the object of the Government
in taking any fruit for storage was to
assist the producer, and to keep the
price for cold storage at a fair level ; but
instead of that, the prices were now }d.
per case per week higher than previously,
and were the highest in Australia. In
this connection it was strange that long
before the department informed the
fruit-growers that the price was to be
increased the manager of the Fresh Food
and Ice Company was able to tell the
fruit-growers that they would not get
their fruit cold-stored in Perth at less than
2d. per cas s per week, because the Govern-
ment were going to put up the price.
Now, in the Eastern States, plants that
were not kept going for the full period as
our Govermment stores were could com-
fortably provide cold storage at the rate
of 14d. per case per week, and elsewhere
in Western Australia cold storage could
be obtained at from 1d. to 14d. per case
per week, so that one failed to understand
the justification for raising the price in
Perth

My, Angwin: You do not believe in
the Government interfering with private
enterprise ?

Mr. JACOBY : Certainly not; not
with reasonable private enterprise, bub
the Covernment should certainly in-
terfere with unreasonable private enter-
prise. The Government came into this
business to protect the preducer, whereas
as a matter of fact they now supported
the private institution in raising the
price. The Minister must recognise in
this matter that the Western Australian
fruit producers had to compete against
the fruit producers in the Eastern States,
and that all that stood between the local
men and the Eastern men was the small
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steamer freight. SBu.actimes not more
than 12s. 6d. a ton, or about 12s. 6d. for
each 30 cases of fruit, and further that
Governments in Victoria and South
Australia charged only ld. to 14d. per
case per week for cold storage, while he
(the Minister) insisted on getting 2d.

Mr. Holman : Are there not inspection
fees on fruit imported ?

Me. JACOBY : They are practically
nothing. The Government should not
have raised the price for coldstorage. A
large percentage of fruit-growers who had
beenin the habit of cold-storing their fruit,
wouid now be absclutely debarred from
doing so, and after one season’s experience
the Minister would find that it would not
pay the prower to cold-store his fruit,
because the price asked could not be paid.
The Minister no doubt thought that
because on one occasion & case of fruit
sold at £1 after being stored for nine
months, and the value was only 10s.
when it was put into the store, the
producer could reasonably pay the
increased price for storage; but if he
reckoned the cost of cold storage for
nine months at 2d. per week per case,
and took the average price realised for a
quantity of fruit, which was generally
50 per cent. below the price realised for
the one ease mentioned, he would find that
the charge was absolutely prohibitive, and
would not allow for cold storage at all.
At the last show the Government
exhibited fruit taken from the cold store
intimating that it was worth £1 a case,
but as a matter of fact, a month after-
wards the same kind of fruit, ahsolutely
prime and taken from the store, was
selling in the market as 10s. 6d. a case.
Of course, an enormous price might
be obtained for one case, but all the
cases did not realise that price. We
must go on the market conditions and
not upon an exceptional c¢ase. If the
Minister persisted in charging the fruit-
growers 2d. a case per week for cold
storage, it would be absolutely impossible
for them to take advantage of the
facilities for cold storage. The facilities
offered would be destroyed for the sake
of & few pounds a year for the Govern-
ment. The Minister must also be eritici-
sed for his action in connection with the
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treatment of the market gardeners’
request for open markets. When the
market gardeners at Wanneroo pointed
out to the Minister that the present
system of handling produce in Perth
destroyed any hope of making a business
pay, the Minister said, “ Let us know
what you want, and we will only be too
glad to give it to you.” ‘This was just
before the election. Later on, in reply
to a deputation in Perth, the Minister
said that if the market gardeners reques-
ted it, he would recommend the Govern-
ment to establish open markets, These
men were all white producers, but of
course, in establishing open markets
they recognised that it was necessary to
have all the vegetables grown ahout the
City sold under the one roof. The
association made a personal canvass and
then sent a petition to the Minister
guaranteeing certain things more than
fulfilling the requirements set forth by
the Minister, but then the Minister
calmly sent it on to the City council for
consideration.

Mr. Gordon : Quite right too.

Mr. JACOBY : To some extent the
provision of open markets was a muni-
cipal function ; but though urged often
to do something in this matter, the City
couneil had done nothing. But now,
when the Government really promised
to do something, the City council said
“Don't do it ; we will do it.”” So the
Minister sent along the request to the City
council and that was the last that w:s
heard of it. The Minister said he wasasde-
sirous as anyone else of assisting co-opera-
tive efforts among producers. and if we
succeeded in establishing open market-«
under the control of the Covernment
the first great step would be taken to
assist co-operative effort among the
producers. The internal affaira of the
therkets might be managed by 2 com-
mittee of producers while the general
control would be in the hands of the
Government. In addition to the main
object of the markets there were several
branches of c¢o-operative effort which
might be successfully carried out there.
For instance, arrangements could be
made for the disposal of surplus fruit in
times of glut, for ther~ rculd he estab-
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lished a boiling down plant. The mar-
kets could bhe also utilised for the handling
and grading of fruit for export and in
many other useful ways. There was no
objection to the City council doing
something in the matter, but if they
wanted to have markets ancd control
them they should find the money them-
selves. On the other hand if the Cov-
erntnent had to find the money they
should retain control.

Mr. Bolton: You are a socialist ;
there is room for you over here.

My, JACOBY : It was to be hoped his
opinions would be taken on their merits
irrespective of what part of the House
they were uttered from. The industry
was at present in an extremely bad
state, but the Government could by the
expenditure of certain moneys provide a
rmarket that would be a reproductive
concern. The Minister pledged the Gov-
ernment to establish mark=ts but ulti-
mately passed the whole thing over to
the City council. An effort should be
made to bring the producer and consumer
together, as could be done If open
markets were established. If this were
done, while the producer would get & 50
per cent. better price for his product the
consumer would be able te purchase at
50 per cent. less than he paid now. In
addition he would get fruit and vegetables
very much fresher. None valued the
services of Mr. Mitchell to the State more
than he did, and he regretted that to
some extent he had been forced to
criticise that gentleman somewhat ad-
versely, but the sole object was to advance

the interests of the pwroducers of the
State. .
Mr. GORDON: As the result of

personai experience on this question of
the establishment of open markets he
had lost all sympathy with the gardeners
of Western Anstralia. Those people
had the opportunity of establishing open
markets here, under conditions exactly
the same as existed in Vietoria—where
there were the cheapest and best facilities
for producers that existed anywhere in
Australia—but they would not take the
matter up then nor would ‘they do so
to-day. The conditions here were not
the same as on the other side with
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regard to the seller or the producer.
The grower had become used to big
prices and would not bring his stuff in
himself to market and stand behind his
cart and sell it as they did in Victoria.
Then he refused to get up early in the
morning. Instead of making a start from
his home at four or five o’clock, or earlier,
as they did in the JSastern States, he
would not come down to market until
eight or nine o'clock. The same sort of
thing could be said about the consumer.
He would not go to the markets to
purchase, becanse he was living in

affluence, and it was not essentisd for

him to go there in order to get products
at a slightly smaller price. Until the
day arrived when the production of
vegetables and fruit was so great that &
surplus was provided, open markets
would not be a success. In connection
with his personal experiences of open
markets he had given space away iree to
growers if they would stand there with
their carts and sell to the consumer. On
one occagion there were as many as 20
carts in the yard and they were ali cleared
out of their products by eight o’clock.
Then the time of glut came and the
producers refused to sell their fruit at
anything but a high price. They got
a good price for hall their stock but re-
fused to sell the balance at a reduced rate,
and consequently it wes left on their
hands. Again he had arranged during a
perion of four months to buy up all the
stuff leit in the carts after eight o’clock in
the morning. What he bought he sent
up to Kaigoorlie and sold for the best
price it could bring. Ewven then the
producers would not take the trouble to
go in carly enough to obtain buyers,
while the householders would not go to
the markets to take advantage of the
cheap prices.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : With regerd to
the open markets question there would be
no satisfaction either to the consumer or
to the producer of market garden products
until markets were established. The
system in vogue here in the past had
built up & ring, who would not pay &
decent price to the producer and who
robbed the consumer, making fruit and
vegetables almost Jluxuries. Whether
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the municipal council vr the Government
should build the markets he was not
prepared to say. He thought they could |
be best controlled by the municipality,
but if that body would not construct
markets it was the cduty of the Govern-
ment to provide them. The menber
for Canning {Mr. Gordon) was incorrect
in his references to the Melbourne
market. At that place the producers
s0ld almost wholly to the middlemen
who hawked the fruit and vegetables
round the suburbs. It had been found
practically impossible there to bring che
producer and the consumer together at
the markets in the early morning. There
were one or two items on the Estimates
he took exception to and particularly
that which gave subsidies to agricultural
shows. His experience of shows was that
they provided a holiday for the people
and afforded an excellent opportunity
for the Government to advertise them-
selves. He wished to enter his protest
against the system of subsidising these
shows, which were used absolutely for the
purpose « I party politics. At the Royal
Agricultural Show, which cost some
thousands of pounds, year after year the
members of the Government told the
farmers who had heen brought down te
Perth what a splendid Administration
they formed, and the Lecader of the
Opposition was never allowed o have a°
word to say. S8ir John Forrest and
other people who were not in the loeal
Parliarnent talked about anti-socialists,
while the members of the Opposition were
barred entirely. This House should not
find meoney to he used for party politics.
There were altogether too many country
shows. At times it was a good thing to
have a show, but it was a great mistake to
have them at almost every small town in
the agricultural districts. TUnder the
system now adopted it was almost
impossible to get a really good show. Tt
would bhe far better in the interests of
the agricultural industry that there
should be fewer shows, for then those
that were held might be of some value.
However it was upon the item of subsidies
to agricultural shows that a considerable
saving could be effected. He was con-
fident that it would be better to make a
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road than to hold a show. There was an
item provided on the Estimates for
producers’ conferences. He had not yet
come to see the value of these conferences.
He remembered one Bronsdon going to

"Adelaide to represent the producers and

the agriculturists of this State. The
Minister might be able to tell the Com-
mittee what good Bronsdon could do.
It was doubtful whether Bronsdon knew
the difference between spinifex and
saltbush, or between a seed-drill and a
rock-crusher.

The Honorary Minister :
appoint him.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: McPhee, an
anditor, alse had gone with Bronsdon.

The Honorary Minister: Well, they
were not appointed by the Government
but by the agrieulturists themselves.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Ii the agricul-
turists had not more intelligence than to
appeint two such representatives, it was
hopleless for the Government to attempt
to assist them.

The Honorary Mintster : Well, they had
no assistance whatever in this matter.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No practical
good had ever resulted from these
producers’ conferences, and he for one
objected to the Government lending
them monetary assistance. As hon.
members knew, the inspectors of the
Agricultural Bank went saround and
inspected the land held by an applicant
for a loan. In some cases these inspec-
tars, in addition to being Government
employees. were agents for agricultural
machinery.  When such an inspector
came to a man who had applied for a
loan and told him that he had a plough to
sell, of course the man who wanted the
loan gathered the impression that he
would get on better perhaps if he bought
the plough; and so he bought the
plough. It would be better if those
Government inspectors were not allowed
to represent private firms of machinery
agents. With regard to the progress being
made by agriculture. he agreed with
other hon. members that it was not nearly
50 great as it should be for the amount
of money being expended on it. The
Minister had told them of the millions of
acres of land still available ; but he had

We did not
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not told them anything about this
13,000,000 acres of land alienated but
not being put to use. That was the land
the hon. members wanted to know
something about. Until the Ministen
could get that land under cultivation,
and show & hetter percentage than one
in 14, of acres cleared to acres alienated,
he could not. claim to be making progress.
He agreed with the Minister that the
possibilities of the wheat land were
immense ; and he had believed the
member for Swan when that member
said that in the course of time our wheat
lands would averags 20 bushels to the
acre  But what was the use of that
land ? Sommers and those people had
it, and while not using it themselves
would not allow anybody else to use it.
As for the glut of wheat at Fremantle
about which so much had been heard,
in his opinion the whole thing had been
very well stage-managed. On inquiring
into it he had found that there was
scarcely sufficient there to load a ship.
Moreover, it was to be remembered that
according to the Statistical Abstract, only
last year we had imported wheat; so
where was the sense in talking about the
glut of locally-grown wheat. Unless the
unused lands alongside the railways were
forced open we in Western Australia
would build up a system of land-lordism
such as that built up in Victoria : and in
the course of time we would have the
child slaves as they had in the East, and
as were advocated in the Journal of the
Department of Agriculture. The Minister
for Agriculture was doing his best to
produce that condition of affairs in West-
ern Australia by his advocacy of child
slavery on the dairy farms. He was not
with the Minister in the belief that if we
had to borrow money it should be bor-
rowed from beyond the State, He was
sure that the more self-contained & nation
could be the better it was for that nation,
and the more likely was it to progress.
There was any amount of money in Aus-
tralia to be borrowed, and we should
avail ourselves of it. The Minister might
know more about this question than he
{Mr. Underwood)}; but the Minister’s
early associations with private banking
companies and private enterprise gener-
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ally had probably biassed his mind in
favour of this sort of thing. He (Mr.
Underwood) was sure that the Agricul-
tural Bank could do a great deal more
business than it was doing to-day. Un-
fortunately, to do so would be to interfere
with private banks ; and as those private
banks were somewhat influential they
would be jealously protected by the Min-
ister and his Government.

Mr. TROY: Before the Minister re-
plied he wished to have a word or two
to say on this department. He had Dlist-
cned very aitentively to  the Minister,
during the time lie was speaking in re-
card to the marvellous progress that was
being made as to the production of those
things that are so valuable tn Western
Australia  insofarr  as our food-stuff=
were coneerned. He had taken oecasion
after listening to the Minister’s renrarks
to Inok up the manthly report and to find
out just what progress had been made.
Whilst in this State there had been eon-
siderable progress i the production of
wheat, and a few other grain produects,
there had been a decrease in a variety
of produets whieh the Minister, every
time he had spoken in the House. had
told members we must produce and that
it was his intention to give every encour-
agement to produce. Let us fake those
products whieh the State imported a
great deal of from the other States, and
ferr which the Honorary Minister assured
wembers frow time to time the State was
gending half a million of monexy every
vear to the other Statesefor. Take pota-
toes for instanece—eight vears ago there
were 1,000 aeres more under erop of that
produnet than there was to-day. In 1900
the aereage under crop was 2,837, and
to-day the aereage under erop of pota-
toes was 1,854, showing thai in spite of
the statemenis we had made in the
House from thne to time, and in spite of
the Minister’s alleged determination to
encourage the praduction of such erops.
there had been a steady decrease in the
acreage under crop.

The Honorary Minister ©  Generally.
Mr. TROY: Yes
The Honorary Minister : There are

GN0,000 as against 410.000.
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My, TROY was speaking of the pro-
duction of potatees. Every time the
Minister had spoken about his depani-
ment he told memberz that he had sef
himzelf out to encourage the production
of these crops, and also told members
from time to time that we were sending
halt & million of wmonevy to the other
States for these fhings.

The Honorvary Minister: Half a million
for potatoes?

Mr. TROY: Potatoes, onions. and
butter,
The IMHonorary IMindster : A willion

and a half yeu mean.

Mr. TROY: Tn vegard to onions in
1890 there were 9G acres under crop, in
1900 there were 137 acres under crop.
and to-day. despite the assurance of
the Honorary Minister there were only
A4 aecrves uoder erop, which showed there
was a decrease in the preduction of that
vegetable. If we followed the vields we
found that in 1900 there was produced
in the State 8.370 {ons of potatoes, and
last year we only produced 5,671 tons—a
decrease. despite the marvellons work of
the .\Agricultural Department. The same
appertained to onions ; in 1900 there
were 330 tons produeed, in 1908 there
were only 231 tons. In eight years there
ha« heen na increase, but rather®a decrease
of over 100 tons. If these figures were
correct, there could not be any marvel-
lous developinent in ceonnection with the
Agriculinral Department, vather there
was a decreuse, and he was afraid the
Minister could not take any eredit to
Ihiwself for having made any progress.
ingofar ax the production of these erops
was eoncerned.  There had heen a de-
erease in regard fo maize. and rve crops.
The only lines in which the produetion
had been inreased had been in regard to
wheat and oats.

Mr. Angwin:
tan  cheaper
Sydnex?

M. TROY: One could noi tell. The
iember for Swan told the Committee
about the probabilities of the viniage of
Western Australia. pointing out that a
few years lience we should have Western
Australian grapes =old and eaten througl-
out the world. and that they would he

Why are potatoes £2 =»
here than they are in
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found, not only on the iables of the peo-
ple in Europe, but in Afriea also. How
was this to be done, beeause he noticed
that there was a decrease in the acreage
of vineyards. How was Western Aus-
tralia going to supply all these couniries
with grapes if we had a deerease rather
than in nerease in regard to vineyards?

Mr. Jacoby : These are only grapes
for wine-making, the others are increasing
all the time.

Mr. TROY hoped so. Neveriheless in
1902 there were 3,639 acres wnder crop,
in 1908 only 3,231 acres, or 400 acres
less than ihere were six vears ago.

AMr. Jacoby: T pulled nearly all mine
oni.

The Henorary Minister :
was Federation.

Me. TROY : The Minister said Federa-
Lion. Let us have some better excuse, an
honest excuse and then we should be pre-
pared to believe him. The Minister ought
te have more sense than to put every
little tiddlywinking thing down to TFed-

The ecause

eration. ¥We had been prowised too
much. As fo the wine production, in

1902 Western Anstralia produced 153,000
gallons, in 1908 we only produced 153,000
aallons. It did appear that the decrease
was in regard to grapes used for making
wine, buf’ that there had been a decrease
there was no doubt. This decrease un-
fortunately extended over a number of
vears. Let us take the production of
live stoek. There had tiruly been an in-
erease in sheep and cattle and horses.
The Honorary Minister: And donkeys.
Mr, TROY : Perhaps- there had.
There had been an inerease in these
animals, but we found that in regard

to that animal which we utilised for
making bacon there had been a de-
crease.  There again also the Mikister

had nointed out from time to time that
we imported a very great deal of bacon,
and he set himself ahout 10 encourage the
production of pigs in Western Australia,
vet we found that for the last seven years
in recard to the raising of pigs there had
bheen 2 steady deeresase. In 1904 the pro-
duction was 70.229 pigs and in 1907 only
53.000. showing a decrease of abont
27,000 pigs during the last three vears.
T this were the case how could we in
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Western Ausiralia have that production
in regard to bacon which the Minister
from time to time assured members there
would be in Western Australia.  When
we saw ecold facts, we were inclined in
thiuk that we could not hepe for ihe
producrion which the Minister assuied
members we should have, nor was that
progress heing made in conneetion withk
the Agricultural Department which we
were told by the Minister was beiny made.
We had no figures in regard to the pro-
duction of butter, but he supposed, inso-
far as that article was concerned, the
production had been infinitesinral. There
were only two butter faciories in cxist-
ence at the present {iwme. One was at tha
Vasse, and while he did not wish to speak
deprecatingly of anything which the
State produced, he had heard it said that
very little butter was produced there, hut
that butter was imported and put into
packages which were labeled with the
name of the loeal factory.

Mr. Collier : They have had a loan of
£1,400 for a long time.

Mr, TROY: Unfortonalely there did
not. seem to he anything fo show so far
as the production of butter was econ-
cerned. The Bunbwry factory was opened
with a flourish of trumpets, and with
optimislic remarks by the Minister and
others, but in spite of that faetory hav-
ing heenr open for some time there was
no ‘assarance that there would be any in-
crease in the production of butier.

My, Collier : The Government are go-
ing to buy a bigwery at South Perth and
make a butter factory of it.

Mr. PROY: The Government were
not. safficiently corrupt to go into a job
of that nature. They might do many
things. hut they would not buy a hrewery
at Sonfh Perth to make a butter factory
of. 'That was one of the jobs the Gov-
ernment would nol he guilty of. The
Honorary Minister had introdueed intn
this Staie during the past few vears a
namber of dairy stock. We were led to
helieve that that action would bring about
the millenniam as far as the baiter prn-
duction was eoncerned but we heard no-
thing abouf that stock or the whereabonts
of it. In the reporis of the Department
of Agmenlture it was found ihat numbers
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of these stock were sent buckh 1o the de-
beiny dizsatistied with
sent hack 1o the de-
departivent sent then.
farmn =0 ax to fatten

partinent, farizers
them. They were
partent and the
to the Brunswick
them.

The Honwarary Mivister: That i not so.

Mo, Hopleins s T it were =0, what ham
wonld it he?

Me  TROY . [ it were pot se why was
it i the report? The Minister admitted
that some of these sltock were mosi un-
=uitable. and the purchase of {hein was
excuzed from the faet that the cows fell
ill. and that some were unsuitahle.

The Honarurg Minister: Does the re-
purt say =0

M. TROY: The report added 10 it

The Hanorary Jinister: Read it then.

Me Collier: The Auditor General says
that purchasers of the cows are £14,000
behind in their payvments.

Mr. TROY. The report of the Audi-
tor Gieneral was not to his hand now, but
he would ghow it to the Minister later on.
What menhers wanted to know was, if
all this money was expended in the pur-
chare of stock, where was the result fo-
dav? We heard verv little regarding the
increase of butier. in faet there had heen
no increase. the Minister admitted that.
There was nothing to show, so far as the
purehase of these dairy cows was con-
cerned.  1le (Mr. Trov) believed that
the most suitable man was not sent to the
East to purchase the stock.

. Collier 1 Who went?

Alv. TROY: Mr. Gull was sent over
io the East. He might have done his

hest but he did not know anvihine aboui
doiry stock. The faet that he was eni-
nected with a datry in Western Austra-
he for vears did net give him the ex-
yerience that he should have possessed
to purchase dairy stoek.  Mr. Gull had
ne experience in regard to Vierora. and
a~ a result the stock purchased in Vie-
toria was not of the best quality oy ai,
means. We might have paid for the very
hest quality. We paid a pretty high
price  for  the stoek purchase for the
Siate. ead the State did bot et a return
for the stoel which were  purchased.
There was still another epmplaint to
wake in regard to the money spent by
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il Agrienitural Departmeni. We found
in the Auditor General’s report that re-
terence was made to the manner in
which the Minister was spending mongy
from Loan Fund. 1t was shown in this
report that there was a sum of £122 19s.
1. paid {0 Maecfurlane and Company, in
conneetion with the development of the
dairying industry. This was under what
was ealled “Dlevelopment of Agricullure.”
What was this moneyv given fm and what
Lad Maetarlane and Company done for
the developiuent of the industry? Then,
asain. we found that £30 was paid for
ilte production of a pamphlet on dairy-
ing by Mr. Dreyer. He had not seen this

pamphlet: anvhow, did the Minister
deem the pamphlet worth £30. If it was

woirth such a hig sum of money what had
become of it. and members would like to
know what knowledge My, Drever pos-
sessed of daivving, whielh made the pam-
phlet #u valuable to the Government.
ie had heard it said with regard to the
purehase ot sheep that some of the sheep
were given an o security, while in some
respects the seeurity was valueless. He
had heard that one man in tie York dis-
trict ot a numher of sheep from the de-
partmeni and that he had ne land to
[t them on,

The Honorary Minister: Will yvou mve
me s name?

AMr. TROY: Later on. Sheep had been
wven withont any or without adequate
secnrity, but he beoped this was not the
ease in eolmectinu with advanees s hiebh
hzd been made by the Agricultural Bauk.
in his opinion it was destrable that =
cammittee of Luguiry should be appointed
to investigate the securities which were
(ffered to the Agricultural Baok, 1L all
thar was =aid was true regarding the loans
made there was an absolute necessity
for a committee to be appointed to in
aguire into the seenrities. With rezard ta
the Tawmiv settlomeni. he wonld lke
the Minister (o 1¢)l the Committez some-
thinz about it, because it was one which
wiembers wanted (o see sneceed, I+ weg
started to assist a lot of people who were
oat of work, and to enable them to .nahe
hones for themselves. Sinee then it had
heen said that the people had been hard
put to it for water, and that they were
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in a bad state at the preseni time. With
regard to the experimental farms, he had
not had an opportunity during the past
vear of visiting any of them, but he lioped
to have the opportunity during the
approaching recess. He was prepared
to believe that as far as the Brunswick
farm was concerned a great deal of use-
ful work was heing done, and he thought
the same thing would apply to Nangeenan
and Narrogin. YWas it not possible also
to have experimental farms, especially in
the dry regions where the rainfall was
zood in certain years and bad in others?
For instance, far out in the Murchison
the rainfall was not toe bad and he
would suggest ihat such a farm be started
there and experiments made with wheat
which would ripen early, This was done
in parts of America. He saw a picture
in a South Australian newspaper re-
cently, showing wheat which had been
grown with a three inch rainfall.

Mr. Gil: One and a half inech rain-
fall.

Mr, TROY: What he saw was a three
inch rainfall. He was told that was cor-
rect, and that a certain amount of wheat
eould bhe grown under such conditions.
The Government should make some effort
to experiment with regard fo sueh wheat
in our dry regions, and the Minister
wonld do something to make a monument
for himself if he started an experimental
farm in some of these localities to experi-
ment with those wheats. HRegarding the
purchase of the Ouakabella estate, the
(tovernment in his opinion did not make
a wise deal. He was assured by many
people resident there that they could not
take out of the 600 acres 40 acres of good
land.

Alr. Nanson:
formed.

Mr. TROY : Very likely, and he hoped
he had been. But unfortunately in the
hon. member's own electorate the feel-
ing obtained that the Government had
paid too much for this estate. He had
received letters from people who had gone
through and noticed where the land was
fit for settlement, and thev had assured
him that it would not be possible to settle
there suceessfully hecause the Govern-

You have been misin-
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ment, having paid a bigh price for the
land, it would be necessary to ask the
settlers to pay a price which would not
leave them any profit. While he hoped
this was not (he case he had to admit
that the people in the Greenongh electo-
rate Deld this opinion. It was nof a wise
poliey for the Government to pay too
much  for these estates. It had to he
rememwbered too that the land at Oaka-
bella had not produced mueh in the past.
It was admitted that Mr. Ellicit grew
some fine ecrops of rape there, bhut that
was on the best portion of the land. He
(Mr. Troy) felt that there was some-
thing in the rumours which had been
heard. The CGovernment assured the
Connmittee  that there was any awmount
of agrienltural land awaiting settlement.
The Minister for Lands told the Com-
mitlee that*there were half a million
aeres in the vieinity of Kellerberrin and
Bridgetown available for settlement. If
we had all this land close to the existing
railways where was the necessity for
buying these large estates? He felt with
regard to land settlement that there was
not that avea of land available for seitle-
ment within reasonable distance of a
railway the Premier would have the Com-
mittee to believe. If one made inquiries
he could never get any satisfaetory in-
formation as to where this land was
situated. It was not possible to find land
within a reasonable distance of a railway,
and one could not expect the man who
had made a few pounds in mining and
who wanted to settle on the land, to go

out some 25 miles or more from the
vailway line. It would not pay him to
do so.

Mr. Hopkins: Then what is wrong
with Oakabella for that man?

Mre. TROY:® Just so; Oakabella
would be all right if it was good. hut if.
as we were told, the prices of that land
were to be abnormal a man would not he
able to produce enough to pav the
charges which wonld be made. .

Mr. Hoplins: What do voun (hink of
the puirchase board ?

AMr. TROY: He knew nothing about
il.

Mr. Hopkins: But you ought to know.
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Me. TROY:  The board eonld make
mistakes as well as anvone else.

Mr. Nangon: Have vou any objection
to giving me the names of these people
who gave you that infermation,

Mr. TROY: The hon. member e¢ould
have the names if he wished later on.
Ome of his informants was a large land
owner who lived in the hou. member's
own electorate and who wrote to lum
only the previons dayv. If there was so
much land available why did not the
Government tell the settlers where it
could be found? He desired to know alse
what the Government intended 1o do
with regard to the recent phosphate dis-
coveries. In this respeet he would com-
mend to them (he action of the Govern-
ment of South Australia. In that State
the Government had erected a mill for
the crushing of phosphatiec rock, which
they bagged and seut oul to the farmers.
When in South Australia recently he
had been struck by the wonderfnl work
being carried on by that Government,
which ke thought might well be taken
as an example by (he Government of
Western Auwstralia.

My, NANSON: 1t was to he hoped
that he remarks of the hun. member in
reference to ru-purchased esctates in the
vieinity of Geraldton would not foree
the Goverument to pause in their poliey
of earryving out closer settlement in that
distried, A areal deal had been said by
the hon. member. as to the alleged ex-
cessive price paid for QOakabella, and of
the operations of the land purchase
board in that part of the ecountry. As
a matter of fact. in the past the diffi-
culty in respecl+in the board had heen
that it took a highly cuonservative view
of rhe value of property. with the result
thar it was very diffieuli 10 do business.
However, with experience came know-
ledze, and the more agrienliural opera-
tions were conducted in that part of the
State. and the more land was thrown
open. the greater would be the apprevia-
tion of that land. To get an idea of the
stock-raising and agricultural value of
the land in that distriet. one might rea-
sonably turn te what had heen done at
the Chapman experimental farm. He
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rememheved ihat on the institution of
that farm an outery was raised in Ger-
aldton and the adjacent districis against
the aetion of the late Dr. Jameson in
venturing o take up land which had
lain dereliet for many vears. Yet the
Minister had persisted in his determina-
tion to establish an experimental farm
upeon that despised area of land. The
farm was only 1,275 acres in extent: of
this, T00 aeres had been eleared and 300
acres put uwder erop. This latter area
had given a return of 17 bushels to the
acre. In  addition  to  that  theve
were o the faru 630 sheep. 206 cabile,
100 pigs, and a number of horses
and miseellaneous stock, When it wns
realised thai all this ecould be done in se
small an area; and when it was remem-
bered that five vears age the land had
been neglected by the resident settlers
and regarded as of ne use. he thought
there was no oecasion to entertain any
fears as to the Oakabelln estate. He
remembered that when the late owner
of that estate had first gone into the dis-
trict, that gentleman was one of a con-
siderable number of very conservative
people who declaved thar it was impos-
sible to profitably farm in that part of
the distriei, That had been the general
ery among larce landewners up there:
for they were averse to seeing the small
geleclor coming in and takinz up land.
Wiih considerable difiiculty a  certain
amount of land had been taken out of
the Oakabella run and the Bowes esiate
and ihrown apeu to szetilement. with a
result Lruir magnifieenr, It anyhody
desired festimony as to this he onlv had
to go to the Commissioner of Railways
and hear from him how the position of
the Northampton line had been changed
from a very bad one 1o an exceptinnally
good one sinee thal land  was  thrown
npen to setflement. And although Hieve
micght bhe some in his (Mr. Nanson's)
own distriet who still took a pessintistic
view in regard io the quality of ihat
laud. he had no doubt that ithere would
he plenty of peuple within the district
eager tn take ap the Oakahelln l:nd;
and if any were left over fherer would
he plenty of people from ouiside the dis-
irict perfectly 1eady to secure it.  Seeing
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the weunl results which had been abiained
from the re-purehase of the Mount Erin
estate, and in view uf the equally good
results bound Lo follow from the re-
purchase of this Qakabella estate, he
hoped that before long the Government
would be found re-purchasing, as oppor-
tunity offered, several more of these
large estales, which, for che benefit of
Geraldton and the swrrounding country,
shonld he brought into the market as
soon as possible,

Ar. HOPKINS: Personaily he desived
to offer his eongratulations to the Minister
in that he, in an honovary eapaeity, had
heen able to do such valuable work for
the department and for the industry for
whose well-being the department had becn
brought inte exislence. There had been
many polilical heads of the Depariment
of Agvieulture, but he (Mr. Hopkinsd
knew of wvene who bad done anything
like as much as the present Minister to
aid the development of the agrienltural
industry, whether in the administration
of the department ov in ihe appointment
of Held olficers, right down to the latest
appointment by whieh, fortunately, the
State had seeured the services of Profes-
sor Lowrie. The Leader of (he Opposi-
tion had complained of the optimisiie
utterances of the Flonorary Minister:
utteranees whieh he had deelared had he-
come so familinr that almoest the prize
stack at owr leading shows were capahle
of repeating then. However he (Al
Hopking) would say thal many of ihose
utterances eontained su¢h  solid  (ruths
thal in hig opmion, they could not he rve-
peated too often: and when i this ve-
spect he had listened to the member for
Pilbara and others, he had heen led 1o
think that if these truths were to be re-
peated from now till doomsday it was
questionable whether they would he able
to soak into their understandings. The
JLeader of the Opposition had declared
thal {here was no virtue in the raising of
foreign loans. i was but a very small
eontnunity in Western Australia. Neither
the people, the wealth. nor. perhaps, even
the State could he compared to the Siare
of New South Wales. with its relatively
dense population and its rich areas highly
developed. He (Mr. Hopkins) would
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after npo objeetion 1o loans heing raized
in Australin: but when it eame o a gues-
tion of raiging loans  from ihe very
limiled resources in Western Australia
it certainly woukl serve to ahsorh all the
surplus capital, wiith the result that con-
wereial enterprise would have to  louk
clsewhere for its necessary funds. The
Leader of the Oppostion had cowplained
—and if lis figures were eorrect, vightly
50, too—ihat the Agrienitural Bank was
lending io settlers a sum equivalent to
23z, per acre fur clenring, wheveas ‘he
settlers obtaining the loan went off and
let a contract for a priece from 135 (o
20s. per acre, and pocketed ihe difference.
But after many years of close observation
of the Agricultural Bank and with an in-
timate knowledge of the eapabililies of
the severnl inspeciors employed by the
hank, and of the careful seruliny exer-
eised by the manager of the bhank he (Mlr.
Hopkins) thought it was not at all likely
that instances of that sort could oecur.
As o matter of fact when it was remem-
hered that practically without any losses
£750,000 had heen advanced te various
settlers and that in every instance the
bank had the seenrity of their farms
and holdings. it would be seen that insgtan-
ees must be very rare in whieh the hank
Lad been cheated in this fashion, Moved
by a desire (o aseertain whelher the hank
was making mistakes he personally had
inguired into several alleged nstances of
misjudgment ; but he was pleased to say
that in every case it had been found
that the bank was more than amply pro-
teeted, and ihat the scrutiny was in real-
ity far in cxcess of what was required
He thought the Governmeni would be
amply Justified in previding  for .m
amenihnent of the Aet whereby the hank
could inerease the maximum loans from
£300 as at present to £1,000. He could
see no virtue in an Act of Parliament
which enabled £500 to he advanced to a
man holding, say, 300 acres of land,
whereas no greater sum ¢ould he advaneed
to a man with perhaps 3,000 acres of
still better country. As to the proposal
te combine the Savings Bank and the
Agrienltural Bank. he saw nothing akin
in the management of the iwe institutions.
They were hoth admirable in their differ-
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ent spheres, but there was nothing apper-
taining to the management of the Axri-
cultural Bank that would make M Par.
terson particelarly proficient in the man-
agement of a Savings Bank. any more
than Mr. Leschen wonld he gualified fo
take over the Agricultural Depavtment.
1t would be a great calamity on the Siate
if we placed the management of the Awvi-
cultural Bank in the Lands of a purely
clevical man,  Complaini was Eremnently
made thai the hrustees of this institution
advanced money wthout safficient =eenr-

ity.  The State had speni about £3.000.-
000 on the Goldfields Water Supply, hut
what  reenrvity  had  we  then  execept
the problematical  development of the
mining  industry:  and  though  the
working  costs of  the mines  had
been  reduced  all round by Is. &

ton, not one wewber of the Opposition
suggested a =pecial impost on the verv
people who veaped that great benelit.
An instance had come under his notice
where it was =aid that a man borrowed
£300 from the Agricultural Bank, and did
not “spend the money on the stipulated
uuprovement=, bui inguiry in this case
showed that the man had not let contraets
for doing the unprovements, hut had done
them by ihe unaided efforts of himself
Aand his family, and had uwsed the wmoney
advanced from the bank as current ex-
penses. By that means this man huilt up
a farm which uow offered a margin of
£500 additional seeutiy over the advance
made by the bhank. The member for
Mount Magnet complained of the puar-
chase of ilhe Oakabella Estate. Tt was
rather astonishing to find a member of
the Labour pariy taking winbrage at the
repurchase of a huge esiate for closer
settlement and subdivision. more pariien-
larly when land was cheap. To the East-
ern States they were doing thiz exten-
sively and paxing £3 an acve for land.
Bven if the Government had (o issue de-
bentures to huy big estates in order to
settle 30 families where one was now set-
tled. it would confer a great benefit on the
eonmmunify. There were many new settlers,
especially from England, who were not
acenstomed to doing pioneering work. but
who, nevertheless. would make admirabie
settlers if we counld only find improved
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estates such as the QOakabella Estate for
themt to settle on.

Mr, Troy: You misunderstond me, 1
only took unthbrage ai the price paid.

Mr. HOPKIXNS apologised for the mis-
take. The Lands Purchase Board con-
sisted of the Hon. E. M. (larke. one of
the most suceessful wen engaged in the
agricultural industey, My, Richard Gell of
Wagin, another sueeessful farmer, Mr.
W D, Mitehell of Dongarra—an appoiut-
ment he {Mr. Hopkins) lbad made, being
satisfied that Mr. Mitchell was the best
man with knowledge of the northern
Jolin  Kobiuson, and Mr.
Harey Johnstom, Survevar {ieneral; while
just prior to his departure for an ex-
tended trip. Mr. Paterson, the manager
of the Agricultural Bank. was also a
metuber of the board. No doubt now My,
Paterson had returued. the Governmeunt
would make representations to him again
to secure his services for the board. The
mention of these names showed that the
board were above suspicion and (hat i
any people were qualified to express an
opinicn upon the wmerits of any property
offeved for sale we would not within fhe
houndaries of the State find any other
five gentlemen so highly competent as
these. They were men of practical ex-
perience with a =ound knowledge of ihe
country from one end to the other. and
it wag a little over the odds when a
mining member, at any rate a mmar with-
vut great agrienitural experience in (lus
country, no maiter whai he wight have
had i another conntry, took their judws-
ment v ftask. The member for Mount
Magnet also spoke of the stock imported
b¥ the Govermment. Just at the time tie
Governent  imported  sheep.  Copley
Rrothers imported 1.000 sheep For which
iley paid £1 a head in Adelaide, and 330
of those were 1ozt on the trip over to Fre-
mantle.  Had that happened v a Gov-
erent shipuent what o hoe and vy
there would have heen !  When it was 2
matter of handline live stock and ship-
ping them as we were obliged to do, it
must be expected that there would be
consideralle disabilities, Az a matter of
fact a dairy cow was perhaps the most
diffieult animal to handle at certain
perieds, 1t was not to be expected that
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general satisfaction would be given. He
heid no brief for the gentleman huying
the cattle; that wentleman might nof per-
haps be as expert as others; but some of
the disabilities wonld arise irrespeciive of
the person engaged. 1u another ingtanee
25 aged mares bought for breeding pur-
poses from Vietoria, wher twned oul in
this State, were lost, and the wman who
hought them was one who was  Jooked
upon as one of the shirewdest men in tie
counfry in matiers agricultural, Vhen
members talked abour the produetion o)
potatees they forgot ihat the price was
now eonsiderably reduced. Potatoes were
£20 a ton at one time here; now they were
from £6 to L8 a ton, and one could not
find a hag of imported potatoeos in any
market in Perlh to-day.

The Premfer: They have been exported
tis year.

Mr. HOPKINS: By careful manage-
ment and observalion the Hon. E. M.
Clarke, a member of the Lands Pwrchase
Board, had grown  potatoes sucressfuliy
for a number of years, and those pota-
toes would favourably compare wiih
those of the Eastern Stares. “This was
sayving a great deal, because the polatves
grown in the swamp land round Perth
could not he compared with thz potatoes
from Vietoria and Tasmania. The mem-
ber for Swan complained that the im-
portation of stock was a eomplete flasco,
but it was questionable whether we werve
Justified in accepting the opinion of the
hon. member as being an expert opinion
There was room for criticism in regard
to auy shipment of stock to this econntry,
beeause of the disabilities of cenveving
zstock on vessels. Az a matter ol fact, is
ceard to the sheep and daivy eattle im-
ported it could be accepted that they were
a very fair, average lot, and the risnlt of
the importation of hreeding ewes was
very apparent last season, hecause, as the
result of  over-produection, lambs were
sold for Js., 4s., and Gs. per head along
the Great Sothern Railway in markeis
where previougly the small settlers were
compelled to pay 20z and 235 a head for
aged and inferior ewes that almost in-
variably died before they could he used
for the purposes of breeding for which
thex were purchased. That cerfainly was
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a henefit the Hoborary Minister was able
o eonfer.  The wember for Pilbara was
woing on the land,  Inside a year the hon.
member would probably know more and
talk less about (he industry than he did
at present, The hon. mewber complained
of too many shows heing held.  As a
waltter of faet the show was about the
only annual  gathering  agrieviiurists in
{he hack country had, and what little suh-
sidies were offered by the Government (o
encourage the breeding of =tock were
amply returned by fhe railway and other
revenne dervived from the peopie attend-
ing these shows, As a matter of fact it
wag practieally said by the member for
Pilbara that we should do nothing to de-
velop  the dairying  industry  Ffor the
simple reason that, if we did, we wonld
have child slavery.

e, Underwood : T did not speaic of the
dairying indostry. T said that selling the
land wonld bring that eondition about.

Mr. HOPKINS: The hon, member was
evidently a philosopher aimd we were not
aware thal he was posing in ‘liat guise.
In any event he was eorveel I sayving
that ene of that gentleman’s observations
was that an agricultural bank inspector
had sold plonghs to seltlers. Tt may hiave
happened that an isolaled instance arvse |
where an inspector was conferring a hene-
fit on a setiler by saying he could buy a
second-hand plough at such a place. To
gay that an inspector sold plongls for
any particular firm was wrong, and he
would fake the responsibility of denving
it point blank. If {he hon. member were
in possession of information of that kind
it was his duty as a publie mau {o supply
thal information fo the manager of  the
bank. If he did it would be prowmptly
mquired inte and if it were proved true
there would be a vaeaney in the bank at
once. Members would pardon him, he
hoped, for speaking at some considerable
length on this ¢question, hut he claimed
that in regard to stock be had =special
facilities for enabling him to express an
opinion on questions menthers might be
somewhat hazy upon, He desired (o
nffer his hearty congratulations to the
Minister who, in an honorary capacity
hiad done better for the agrienltural in-
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dustry and for the country generally
than any Minister who had preceded him.

The HONORARY JMINISTER (in
reply): There were one or two observa-
tions made by members to which he
wizhed to reply. With rezard Lo the cold
storage of fruit, no arrangement had been
made with the Fresh Food and Iee Com-
pany manager as to the price to  be
charged. Last vear the price was 11%d.
per case and the deparfment lost money
on ity so (his year there was a charuze of
2d. per case per week. In the Eastern
States the price was less than that cer-
tainly, but one must consider that fruit
was worth very much more Lere than
over there, The holder of fruit Lese
could better afford fo pay 2d. per case
than the holder of fruit in the Eastern
Siates ceould afford to pay un2 penuy
1eer ease, Sometimes it was the predacer
lere who paid for the storage and on
ather oceasions the middleman, and in
cither case he did well to pay the amount
charged by the department, Certamnly he
would like to zive the celd storave free
ol eost if he eould, but there was always
this aspect that, even if that were done,
1t was very doubtful whether the eon-
sumer would benefit one iota. With ve-
ward to the markets, he realised that they
were nceded, but it was the duly of the
municipalily to provide them. The
whole matter had been referved to the
Perth City Council, who were still emn-
sidering ., If that body decided they
could not build the markets then the
niutter would be again considered by ihe
Government. The member for Alr. Mag-
net (Mr. Troy) had a great desl to say,
Jarticularly in regard o the dairy eattle,
Certainly s=ome few cattle had been taken
bhack by ihe Government and ther wore
now at Nangeenan. He weuld admit
frankly that there were a few catitle that
should not have been distribnied. The
caws and sheep distributed had brought
comfort to very many homes and had
done much good. Bvery une kunew that
the cattle were breeding continuously,
and the number in the State had in-
creased  from 300 to probably 1,250,
A man who had 2 home on the Eastern
Goldfields line had told bhim that the
possession of a  ecow he had obtained
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trom the Government was relieving
him of half the cost of bhis living.
He was a married man, so this

spoke well for ihe action taken by the
Government.

Mr. Troy: Whatever sort of a living
was he making then?
The HONORARY MINISTELR: iHad

thie hen. member any idea of what a cow
was?

My, Troy: Yes, more than you have.
Tt ix a ridiculous statement.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Men-
tton had been made of Macfarlane and
Company.  With regard (o that firm he
had arranged to have an experiment as
{o the storage of hutlter. They paid the
storage and interest on rhe money. Refer-
ence had heen made of the phosphates,
He might inform members that it was
the intention of the Governmeut to work
these themselves. The Government
would deliver to the favmmer, he hoped,
at cost price. Inquiries had been made,
and probably it would cost 10s. a ton
(o bring the phosphates from where they
were found to Fremantle. There would
be an addifional cost for bhagging, etcet-
cra, hut the total eost wounld not he
aveat.

Mr. Johnson: Have you experimented
with them vet?

The HONORARY MINISTEE: Yes,
cxperiments were being entered inin hut
there was not yvel time to get any result,
Some of the crops at the Sfate farm
were grown with the aid of this fertil-
iser. As to the settlement at Tarmwin,
there always were complaints from an
establishment like that. So far as he
was concerned,.if a man rthere dQid nm
earn a living he would be turned off and
he had already writien 1o one man in
that regard, There were (hiFeuliles
there of course in many respeets  Moen-
tion had been made of the wafer supply,
but the Government were seeing that the
people got sufficient water to earry on
with.

Mr, Angwin: Over 90 per ceni. are
parfectly szatisfied. ’

The HONORARY MINISTER.: That
was the case. One family he knew of
had earned beiween July and December
£150 under the contract system. AManv
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families averaged over £50, aud the
nmajority of the workers were doing well.
They were given an opportunity there
to make homes for themselves, which
they would not have had but for ihis
setUement. If those people weve true
(o themselves and to the eclass they re-
presented the, settlement would he a
flourishing and considerable one before
very long. In a few months some of the
saitlers had brought their aceountz to
credit, having paid back the few pounds
advanced to them. The settlers 1e-
ceived no morve from the Governmeng
than the customers of the Agricultural
Bank got from that institution. The ve-
sult was most gratifying and was bug
the forerunner of mueh good work that
would be done in a similar direetion.
Members had eriticised the work of the
department rather kindly and certainly
lie had ne objection to take to anything
that had been said. The department
were doing their best, and he believed
their work was representative of the
splendid advance agrieultural develop-
mem had made during the past threc
Yenrs,

ILtem, Director (six months), £3500:

My, JOHNSON congratulated the Gov-
ernment upon securing the services of
Professor Lowrie. With regard to the
duites of that gentleman it was to e
hoped he would be given many opportuni-
ties to be in the field and would not he
hampered by attending too  mueh  to
supervising  work in  the head office.
There was plenty of seope for econmny
in the department in conneetion with field
operations and if the new dirvector were
able to get about” the country he would
he able to put these matters right in addi-
tion to having an excellent influence upon
the work of settlement generally.

(1Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
pm.)

liem—SBub-editor of Journal, £190:

Mye. TROY: Would the Minister in-
form the Committee who occupied this
position at preseni, and how the salary
was paid. A certain vote was provided
last vear but the whole expenditure was
not ineurred.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: This
officer was away for part of the year and
his locum tenens was paid out of the
casual labour vote at the rate of £3 »a
week. Mr. G. C. Baker was the editor
of the jowrnal and Mr. Cowper was the
temporary editor,

Ttern—Wages of Farm Hands, Care-
takers of Markets, Casual Labour, ete.,
£3,662:

Mr. GILL: The Minister might give
the Committee some information on this
subject. In another part of the Esti-
mates there was another item in connee-
tion with the Perth City Markets.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This
amount represented the wages paid to
the men employed in the City markets.
The markets had Lo be kept in order,

Mr. COLLIER: The Minister surely
&id not wndersiand the question.  This
itern  also  referved to wages of farm
hands.  Did  that really apply to only
farm hands engaged on the Staie Experi-
mental Farms, or did it include the hands
engaged in  clearing and ringbarking

some of the land of the State?

The HONORARY MINISTER: This
itenn applied to the wages of men on the
State Farms in connection with produe-
tion. £250 was paid to the City warkets,
£250 to the fruit sheds at Fremantle, and
£3000 m conneetion with tie Egg-laying
Cowpetition.

Mr. GILL: With regard te the war-
kets, he understood that the Government
were condueting the Perth markets and
further along in the Estimates there was
an ilem for the maintenance of the Perth
markets. What was the expense of the
management of the markets 2 The Com-
mittee might also be given an idea of the
income of the markets. The Minister's
veply was not altogether satisfactory.
We had a2 market here, but it was not
sufficient for the requirements of the pub-
lie. and he was sorry that the Minister
did nol take the matter of providing suit-
able accommodaiion for fhe people more
seriously into consideration.  The Gov-
ernment had taken over the control of
these markets from the City Couneil.

When we were dealing with the City
Couneil we were dealing with a  body

which did not show toe mueh energy in
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regard to these watiers. At present the
dgifficulty the people had to contend with
was the extent of the competition of the
Asiaties; and in making inquiries one
Jearned that the reason why ithe public
did not deal with the Europeans was that
from the Asiatics it was possible io get
produce which was much cheaper and
fresher,

Mr, Gordon: Would you bar Asiatics
from zoing into ihe markels?

My, GILL:: No: bat if we had open
markets the plea that the Asiaties could
supply these goods cheaper and fresher
watld - be done away with. The Govern-
ment should take the matter in hand, see-
ing ihat strong rvepresentations had heen
made hy the growers. The Minister for
Agriculture  practically gave a promise
that markets would be established pro-
vided the growers were unanimous on the
aubject, and these people were as unani-
wous as they could possibly be.  The
Minister told them that he preferred tu
build suitable markets for them, and they
went away under the impression that he
was serions in hiz statement.  Judging
from his attiiude since then, however, he
did not appear to be too anxious. He
hoped the Minister would not wait for
the Cily Couneil, who were playing with
this question. The Council were not iu a
nosition to go on wih markets and rhey
were evidently trying to bloek the Gov.
emmment. The City Council had quite
enough en their hands.

Mr. JACOBY: Perhaps the Minister
recollected when the deputation waited on
him asking him to make provision m the
new markets for market wpardeners, he
made a promise that he would. Tn the
meanfime arrangements might be made
to  utilise the existing warkets: they
would give a measure of relief and would
accommuodate something like 50 caris.

Mr. GORDON: It would be absurd to
establish open markets except sufficient
fecommodation were provided for over
300 earts. And when those markets were
established it should be made compul-
sory for the caris to go fo the market.
Again the Government ought not fo
attempt to establish markets except they
had at least 10 or 11 acres of land. If
the Government were going into  the

[4 Fepruary, 1909.1 Commitlee of Supply.

1963

scheme ai all it should be done thor-
oughly.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
existing markets were altogether unsuil-
able fur the purpese. He guite agreed
that a market was required for Perth,
and ke thougbt that the muniecipality
shonld  provide sveh an  establishinent.
However, they had the matter  under
consideration and he was in correspond-
ence wilth them at the present tine.

Ttem. Producers’ Conference, £370:

Mr. COLLIER: It was gratifying (o
know that this ilem had been trans-
ferred from loan lo revenue. The Audi-
tor General had mentioned in his veport
that arrangements had been made to
transfer the aceount to revenne, If was
a ridiculous charge to make against the
Loan Fund. He desired to know how
the money was expended. He under-
stood that this was an annunal confer-
cnce held in Perth. The couference ap-
peared to be something in the nature of
a meeting of members of a certain irad-
ing class, who discussed matters relai-
ing to their own particular interests and
welfare, It that were so how came if
that the State provided the expendi-
ture? Ti was not done in connection
wiith the annual eonference of miners.
Moreover, it seemed that lasl year these
delegates were enleriained at a banquet,
at whieh speeches of a stromg party
natare were delivered. He was speaking
from memory, hut if this had been the
case he did not think that the State
funds should be used for such a purpose.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
item represenied an amount well in-
vested. The conference was one of pro-
ducers appeinted by the varions agri-
culiural bodies throughout the State.
The delegaies were by no means all
Ministertal supporters: in faect he did
not know what their politics were at all.
It might be that he had made some re-
marks at the last conference: but if he
did he was safe in saying that they con-
cerned only his own work in respect to
agrieulfure. In any case he thought he
was at liberty to tell the produeers, if he
s0 desired, that they had a good Gov-
ernment.
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Mr. HEITMANN: Hon. members de-
sired to know what was the result of this
expenditure, and what were the actual
benefits, if any. to the State?

Mr. COLLIER: The Honovary Min-
ister onght to give the Committee some
little information as to how the money
was expended. There had been a con-
ference of prospectors down in Perth
but they had not heen treated as these
agricultural delegates were treated.

The Treasurer: Their faves were paid.

Mr. COLLIER: No assistance, at al!
events, had been given to the annual con-
ference of miners. He desired to know
how this partieular item had™ been ex-
pended.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Ap-
pavently the hon. member objected to
the item on the score that some other
conference had not been entertained in
the same way as had these agricultural
delegates. He thought that if the miners
were not so entertained they ought to
have heen. This item covered the ex-
penses in conneetion with ratlway passes,
and with the conduct of the conference,
siteh as the printing of papers and the
like. The entertaining of the delegates
at a banquet was also included. He was
sorry to hear that the miners were not
as well treated as were the agricultur-
ists. Lt was impossible to tell the mem-
ber for Cue exactly what was the result
of these eonferences. The delegates met
and digenssed agrieuliural matters for
the henefit of the whole of the people of
the State. They had brought io the con-
ference a good deal of useful informa-
tion which was of great value io the
producers of the State generally. These
conferences left on record the resunlt of
yvears of experience and good advice
that could be followed by people settling
on the land. He was glad the member
for Boulder did not oppose the item, but
merely wished to know how the money
wax spent,

Mr. JACOBY: The bon. wmember
should net press any wvpposttion o this
item. These conferences were held

throughout Australia, primarily for the
purpose of edueation. Men who had sue-
ceeded on the land gzave their experi-
ences at these conferences. which experi-
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cnee was eminently useful to selectors
and others in various bhranches of agri-
cultural and pastoral work; and if by
means of efforts of this description we
eould only to a small degree increase
the output of the State, this expenditure
was amply justified. In America these
conferences were made a feature. Enor-
mous sums were spent in extending them
in every direction, and their delibera-
tiong were published broadeast.

M. Collier: Thev should not he used
for party purposes.

Mr. JACOBY: Those who attended
them. un matter who was Minister,
naturally through the medium of the toast
ist returned the eompliment to the Mini-
ster entertaining them,

Mr. SCADDAN: There was no excep-
fion taken to the item. These confer-
ences did good. People were able to gain
by the experience of others so liberally
offered. But there were other industries
in whieh it was essential to have con-
ferences to bring about better condi-
tions.  Mining eonferences were fre-
quently held by mining managers, and
the Gavernment did not give them any
more assistance than was given to
elergyvmen travelling about the eountrw
to  preaelr. The Minister for Mines
should give the same assistance to the
Prospeetors’ Association.

The Minister for Mines: So we did;
we brought them down here and gave
them a pienie.

Mr. SCADDAN:  Conferences of
friendly societics should be assisted.
They did a considerable amount of good.
It was a work that should he recognised.

Tiern, Agrieultural and Hartieultural
Societies. =ubsidies, £3,000:

Mr. GILIL: These shows were multi-
plied to a great extent,  All the little
towns along the Great Southern and
South-Western Railways should combine
and lhave one decent show, instead of
having so many little shows not worthy
of the name.

Mr. BUTCHER : There were too many
shows. The Minister should try to induce
ihe different societies to  amalgamate.
Eacl agricaltural distriet had its agri-
cultural show, and expected a subsidy,
but tle money would be better spent if
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the  shows were amalgamated and the
subsidy given to cne good show.

Mr. COLLIER: The money given to
these societies was probably well spent,
but the objection was as to the manner
in which some of the shows were run. He
vbjected to some members of Parliament
heiny singled out fov special treatment.
All last vear he had not received one in-
vitation to attend a show except the
National Show and the Royal Agrieul-
tunal Society’s Show at Claremont.

The Treasurer: The invitabions are in
the hands of the loeal committees. They
do not diseriminate.

My, COLLIER: They should send in-
vitations to members of the Opposition
as well as to members sitting on the Gov.
ernment side. At the Royal Agricultural
Society’s Show he attended the luneheon
by invitation, but trembers of the (in-
istry were accorded special prominence,
and though the tvast list lasted for fwo
hours, the Leader of the Opposilion was
not asked to speak. It gave a distinetly
party taste to the whole proceeding.

The Premiesr: The toast of Parliament
is always responded to hy the Premier.

Mr. Angwin: And by the Leader of
the Opposition, if he iz there.

Mr. COLLTER: The Honorary Min-
ister wade two speeches. The toast list
lasted iwo hours,

The Premier: [t was an hour too long.

Mr. COLLLER : Tt was very weari-
some, though. undounbtedly, the Premier
did not make a long speech. and had con-
sideration for his hearei=. The various
shows were made oceasions fov the mak-
ing of eulogistic speeches cuncerning the
Government.

The Premier: All the societies are only
too glad to see members of Parliament
there. A member of the Opposition
spoke at the Bunbury show,

Mr. COLLIER: The societies should
be told it was their duty to send invita-
tions to members of the QOppusition as
well as to members on the Government
side of the House.

Mr. GILL: What was the objeet of the
inerease in the vote this vear?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Government gave a 10s. subsidy on
the prize monexr paid away and
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aunfto-
dis-
con-

the increase was, therefore,
matic.  Unless the system were
continued, the GCovernment tnust
tribute  to  each show. He agreed
with the suggestion that some of the
smaller places might combine to hold one
show instead of there being a number of
small ones. The trouble was to kuow
how to bring this about, for if the sug-
estion were made to some of the societies.
they would strongly object ta it. Shows
did a considernble amount of good. He
hoped the soeieties would in the future
zee that invitations were sent to all memn-
bers. :

Mr. HAYWARD: If invitations were
gent to all members of Parliament, the
whole of the Governmeunt grant to the
sceieties wounld be spent in entertaining
those gentlemen, Were it not for that,
he waz certain all the societies would be
only toe glad tuv see every member of
Parliament.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: With regard to
the Roval show, he had always strongiy
objectéd to the fact that all the speeches
were made by members of the Govern-
ment side of the House. and thab not even
the Leader of the Opposition was allowed
tn make a speech on the oecasion-of the
show luncheon,

Mr. BCADDAN: On every occasion
except one when he had attended eountry
shows, he had received the same weleome
as members of the Government party. Of
the Eour shows he had gone to he had
spoken af each one except the National
show al Geraldton, With regard to thal
show members, including Ministers, weye
treated so discourteously as even to he
slopped at the gafes, and asked for their
entrance monev.  The Minister preseut
there representing the Lahour Govern-
ment had to find a seat for himself, and
no attention whatever was paid to hin.
Meinbers of the present Government were
treated very differently, as they should be,
considering they were vepresenting the
Governinent as a whole. There were oc-
castons when the members of the Opposi-
tion were overlooked. The leader of thar
party should be recognised not only hy
the societies, but by all bodies in tle
State. owing to the position he held. li
was certain that if the Government haid



1966 Annuel Estimalee :
aniown the position, they would have in-
sisted that the Leader of ihe Opposition
should get proper treatmeni. YWhen Mr.
Rason was Leader of the Opposition, he
was dnly recogmised at every funetion.

Mr. JACOBY: In counection with the
Geraldton Show, a2 member of the then
(tovernment was prominently associated
with it, and if there were any want of
courtesy tu members, it must have been
due to the oversight of the then Minister
for Lands, Mr. Drew. From infornua-
tion he had received he knew that the
officers of the svciety were very busy at
that time and irnsted to the member for
the distriet to look after the prowminent
visitors,

Mr. Scaddan: The member for the dis-
trict apologised to the Minister after-
wards for the way in which he had been
treated.

Mr. TROY: The remarks of the mem-
her for Swan (3dr. Jacohy) were most un-
called for, and it was very donhtful
whether that member would have the
courage to make them in the presence of
Mr. Drew. While there was very great
bungling at that Geraldton show, M.
Ihew had nothing whatever to do with it,

and it was donbtful whether he then held:

a position on the eommiitee. Thal gen-
tleman was so disgusted at the lack of
courtesy shown by the Geraldton peaple,
thai he apologised 1o the leader of the
then Government. Mr. Drew was a
straightforward, honourable and courteous
man, and would never allow discourtesy
fo be shown to members of Parliament.
As to the item, he believed in supporting
the agricnltural shows as they were very
necessary to the advancement of the in-
dustry. He enjoyed nothing more than
attending a show. The majority of mem-
bers received invitations to shows, and if
they did not get them, those who suffered
most, were the societies themselves, and
the people of the district. It was their
loss if the people in Parliament who had
to legiclate on their behalf had no oppor-
tunity of becoming acguainted with the
work that was being done. Afler all
he did not think there should bhe any
complaint. The most dignified attitude
te take would be to ignore any lack of
courtesy and aseribe it to want of under-
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slanding on the part of those responsible
for it. In eonmection with the Royal
Show the same position obtained. If ihe
people who conducted those shows did not
know what was due to visitors it was their
look-out, This eonduct reflected only on
the person responsible for the diseourtesy,

My SCADDAN: As far as the membur
for Geraldton was concerned he did every-
thing possible to make the visit of the
Minister of the Crown as enjoyable as
possible. .

Mr. ANGWIN: Assistance was ren-
dered (o the societies by lhe Government,
but the money, he was given to under-
stand, was bheing expended on improve-
ments to the show grounds. -If that were
so we eould well reduece the vote.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This
money was given away in prizes, and it
could nut be used for improvements. A
regulativn to this effect was brought in
fwo years ago and it was rigidly entorced.

Item—Rabbit destruetion, £275:

Mr. HEITMANN: The Minister had
told the Committee that economies had
heen effected in this department in vari-
ous directions; bui he was inclined (o
think that if the eonduct of the chief
of this department right through was on
a par with ane piece of work to whieh he
would refer, the econmny was brought
about by swealing the workers. Some
time agoe a request was made for a devia-
tion of the rabbit-proof fenee at Barram-
hie. The ferce went throngh a mining lease
there and caused trouble to the miners.
The request was granted and the chief
inspector sent meir to do the work, and he
(Mr., Heitmann) was led to believe that
the labourers were paid under the rate of
wages ruling in the distriet. Tt seemed
a small matter but this was the first op-
portunity that had been given of wmention.
ing it and showing that the information
given to the Minister hy his officers was
not always correct. He wrote to the Min-
ister about it, and the Minister said point
blank that it was not true. He repeated
it to the Minister, and then the Minister
told him to his face again that what he
had said was not true. He could not help
informing the Commitiee that what the
Minister had been told by the chief of his
departinent was absolutely false. Infor-
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mabion had been given to hiny {Mr, Heit-
mann) frow the mining manager in that
district that the ruling wages there were
12¢. a day, and the Minister knew well
that this was not what was paid to the
labourers working on  the fence. The
Minister gave as an excuse that these men
were told that they could take out three
months’ provisions from Nanunine and gel
them carted out hy Government teams.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
department  paid  the standard rate of
wages 1n that district: the rate whieh
wag paid to meu working there above
ground. The labourers at first were paid
11s. 4d., and subseqnently the wages were
raised to 12s. a day, and this snm was
paid to the men on the fence. As far as
wages were concerned the department
always paid what was a fair wage and
what was the standard rate.

Mr. HEITMANN: The information
ziven to the Minister was not true. These
men were never paid ihe standard rate,
The standard rate during the time this
work was being rarried out was 12z, right
throngh and not 11s. 4d.  As a matter of
fact the department paid their men 11=.

Vote put aml passed.

Vole—Agricultural Banik, £9,720:

Liem—Deputy Manager, £405:

Mr. COLLIER : Perhaps the Minister
would explain this item, which showed
a large increase. Was it because of an
increased amount given ito the Deputy
anager during the absence of the man-
aging g trustee ?

The HONORARY MINISTER: This
was really a new appointment. M.
Melarty, the oificer in question, was
paid as aceountant last vear. and when
the Government appointed trustees and
Mr. Paterson managing tbrustee, 1f
was thought advisable to appoint Ar.
McLarty depuly manager of the bank.
and his salary  was inecreased.  Mr.
MelLarty did net receive anyv extra pay
during the absence of the managing
trusieea.

ltem—Chief Inspectors, £330:

Mr. COLLIER: A foot-note to this
item stated that the salary included £150
for travelling expenses. That wonld
Ieave a salary of only £200.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: This
officer was the only permanent inspector
on this staff. The others were tempor-
ary men appointed by the trustees from
time to time as required. The amount
voted last year was £700, to cover
the salaries of two inspectors, one of
whomn had sinee died. The permanent
officer was underpaid and the question
of his salary would have to eome up for
consideration. He would be classified
and paid according tv the new duties
which it was proposed he should ecarry
aut.

Item—Extra Clerieal and Field Assist-
ance, £2,500:

Mr. UNDERWOOD: This seemed a
large amount. How was it that such a
large amount was reguired for exira
work?

The HONORARY MINISTER: This
item ineluded the cost of inspections.
The hon. member knew that the depart-
ment charged fees and that the fees
more than eovered the cost of the vari-
ous ingpectors other than the chief in-
spector.

Mr. COLLIER: How iz it that it is so
much higher than it was last year?
The HONORARY MINTSTER:
cause the work is so much more. We
have dealt with something like 2,500
applications in the last vear. Tt was neces-
sary not only to make inspections on
each new application, but to make sub-
sequent inspections to see that the im-

provements were being carried out.

Ttem—Rent, £450:

Mr. SCADDAN: This appeared to be
a very heavy item. He thought rhe time
had arrived when 1he Government should
construct a building of its own for the
bank. He wounid like to know if these
premises had been taken on a lease.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
bank had been removed from the old
building because that building was most
unsuitable, and beeause, moreover, it
was considered unsafe for the stmage
of the bank’s documents. The rent for
these new premises was by no means
excessive. He realized that it would be
hetter if the Government could erect iis
own huilding for the bank. This probh-
ably would be done. but it conld nnl

Be-
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be done in five minutes. There was no
Jease in regard to the prewmiges. The
bank was merely a weekly tenant.

My, COLLIER: Probably the prem-
ises were well worth the rental. Still,
if that rent of £9 a week were ecapitai-
ised at 10 per eent. the Governmnt eould
erect a building costing £4,000.

Myr. Butcher: They could erect one at
L10,000 and save money.

Mr. COLLIER: 1t was to he loped
the Minister did not contemplate the
retention of the rented premises for any
length of time. Of eourse he realised
that it was not advisable to ereet small
buildings  all over the place for the
secommodation of separate departments;
hut surely some hetter arrangement
niight be made.

'he PREMIER: The whole question
uf aceommodation  had been hung up
owing to the faet that the question of
the town hall site had not yet heen
finally decided. Again, lately the Fed-
eral people had seemed inelined to nive
up the present post office buildings. If
this were done it would afford additional
aceommmodation for the State depart-
ments. It was proposed to ereet offices
for the bank just as scon as these (wo
auestions were seftled. At the present
time rent was being paid. not only on
hehalf of the Agrienltural Bank but
also on behalf of the Taxation Depart-
ment. If the Governmeat were o get
a chance to sell the buildings accuumo-
dating the Mines Department a build-
ing woulid he erected either on the town
hiali site or on the Government hlock
i Drwin-street. Better accommodation
was required for the draftsman’s branch
of the Lands Department also. That
was the reason why only temporary
arrangements had been made so far as
the bank premises were concerned.

Vote put ‘and passed.

Vote—Sale of Government
Trust Account, £31,224:

Mr. BATI: Seeing thut since last ihis
vote was before the Committee tlere
had been a general election and a change
in the personnel of the Assembly he
was going to test the feeling of hon.
niembers as to the desirability of this
practice of using the proceeds of the

Properiy
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sales of property purchased out of loan
funds; thus really vedueing our ecapital
account and using the proceeds as sur-
rent revenue. It was true that the Pre-
mier, in order to put as geod a facs as
possible on this procedure, had intro-
duced a Bill at a time when the Goyern-
ment mujority were so pliant timt no
question whatever was raised as ro the
desivability or the legality of :he jpvo-
cedure, or as to how it eonformed te the
principles of sound finance. That Bill
had passed into law and so had given the
stamp of legislative approval Lo the
action of the Treasurer. But, however
the passing of such a measure might
have given to the procedure the stamp
of the approval of the majority of
the Assembly anybody who investigated
the subjeet and who knew whenee this
inoney was derived must agree that sinee
Mr, Rason had been Treasurer the Com-
mittee had adopted a practice which was
partly responsible for the difficulties in
which we found ourselves to-day. It was
amongst the canses of our present depres-
sion, and of the fact that our revenue
anly sufficed to pay interest and sinking
fund charges and the civil secvants. It
must be ineluded among those eauses that
had brought about that position, and
whieh now denied us the opportanity of
providing  from Consolidated Revenue
cectain sums for the eonstruetion of pub-
lic works, We were on the very margin
of non-safety so far as the Consdlidated
Revenue Fund was concerned.  Ii was
teue that we might regard the present
amount of Consclidated Revenne Fund as
heing at the lowest; still it was to be re-
membered that there were always possi-
hilities of o falling-off in railway rev-
enue, or in the revenue derived from the
water scheme. If that were to oceur we
would be in the position of having a
revenue insufficient to pay even the
Faeced
with a possibility such as this we needed
to be extra careful, and extra serupulous
in the methods adopted for financing.
The nmiethods here adopted did not con-
form to the canons of good finance.
Tnder these circumstances and for the
purpose of testing the feelings of hon.
members he proposed to reduce the vote
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by the stm of £224, He knew that the
Treasurer had legislative approval for
this procedure, but his (Mr. Bath's) pur-
poze would be served by laving  this
amount strock off; because if the lion.
memberz: = expressed disapproval of the
praetice which the Treasurer had adopied
he (the Treasnrer) would of course ae-
copt that expression of opinion as an in-
dieation that the practice should not he
pursued in the future. Fe moved—
That the vote De reduced by £221.

The TREASURER: The Leader of the
Qpposition had briefly stated his usual
objeetion to  this appropriation.  Of
course ihe Leader of the Opposition was
perfectly within his rights in endeavour-
ing 1o get hon. members to zee the maiter
in the light in which he looked upon if.
At the same time he (the Treasurer) de-
sired to point out that ile pruper course
wonld have heen, not to interfere with the
appropriation but to ndeavour io repeal

~the Aet iiself.

Mr. Bath: When the Act was going
through the Minister sanl that the proper
time to aftack the principle was when on
the Estimates: wew (hat we are on the
Estimates be tells me that the prineiple
should have been attacked when the Aet
was zoing througl,

The TREASURER : The Leader of the
Opposition bad said that any expression
of disapproval from members of the Com-
mittee onght 1o he taken as an instrue-
tion not to bring in these Estimaies in
the Future. But it was the law. The Aet
provided that these funds, the proceeds
of sale of cerlain property, shounld he
placed o the trust aceount in the Trea-
sury aud should only be expended by ap-
propriation of Parliament. Here was the
appropriation.  The hon. member well
knew that wheu he (the Treasurer) first
diseovered these funds had been Iving for
four years to the account of the Treaswry
he said. “Why not utilise this money 3"
and had come to Parhament with Esti-
mates and got Parliament to approve of
the expenditure. Next vear he ageer-
tained from the Auditor General that it
was not sufficient, that an appropriation
did not give legal authority 10 keep the
acconnts as they had been kept: therefore
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he introduced a Bill to wilize these funds,
and no resolution of the Comnuitige could
m=truet him to aet differently 1o whal the
Act laid down. It was an et he ap-
proved of. If the Leader of the Oppuosi-
tion disapproved of it let the hon. mem-
her move {o repeal it.

Mr. Bath: 1 could not get n Message
Feom His Fxeellency,

The TREASURER: The hun. member
opposed this expenditure on  works of
national benefil. A few minutes age it
was urged ihat (he Government should
barrow money to build o new Agricul-
tural Dank: now the Lo, niember op-
posed the wsing of horrowed monevs in
building public sehaols,  Where did ihe
difference come in?  The Bill was nu
passed without investigation, The wai-
ter diseussed  when it was first
hrought down in the shape of an appre-
priation, and again the following vear
when the Bill was broughi in, and agamn
when the appropriatien  was  broughe
down that yvear; and on each oecasion the
hon. member eriticised ihis expenditure
as he ddid to-night.  The hon. member’s
argument that the expenditure was the
cauge of flie depresszion eould not hold

was

water.  Stronger argumnents would need
o be advanced to convinee one that

spending £33,000 on neeessary works and
buildings. rhough the munexy he from the
proceeds of other Governmenl properties
purchased vut of loan inanevs, was the
cause of the depression. We had spent
loan manevs in developing the resources
of the eountry and in providing build-
ings. and roads and bridges o some ex-
tent, and in putting heles into the ground
to help prospeciors to develop reefs, and
we spent £130,000 of borrowed monev on
the publie battery system. which had not
returned interest, Did that expenditure
cause the depression? The hon. member,
on page 83 of the Public Acenunts, would
find a list of the expenditure from hor-
rowed money in these directions. We
spent £150,000 on State hatteries, £62.000
on telegraphs, £34,000 on rvoads and
bridges, £31,000 on publie buildings, and
we spent £762.000 on water supplies,
tanks and bores. wells. water conserva-
tan. dams and condensers, and in nther
directions.  All these items were legiii-
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mate expenditure to assist owr industries,
and we provided subsidies for deep sink-
ing, This was woney that did not come
back, but altheugh we could find nothing
tangible fur it we knew that the indirect
return was  heing felt in  lhe country.
Surely, when we had all this money ex-
pended in those iems alone, iF was idle
to argue that the expendituve on  these
Estimates to provide educational taeili-
ties for our ehlldren was utterly wrong,
and was going fo intensify any depres-
gion in ouwr mulst?  Therefore, the Lon.
niember should withdraw his proposal.

My, WALKER: It was true what-
ever the Committee did it could not alter
the attitude taken up by the Treasurer,
but this was bronght about by the Trea-
surer having been reproved by the Audi-
tor General.

The Treasurer: Not rveproved.

Mr. WALKER: Absolutely. Al any
rate, the Treasurer was severely rebuked
and in ocder to fortify himself brought
down the Bill. What chance was there to
erilicize that measure with the majority
the Ministry pussessed during last Par-
liament? Theve were then o corner
champions of fair play. The QOpposition
could not help the Bill going through.
and now eould only protesr against (he
existence of the Aet and sugzest the
wisdom of ils repeal. No private mem-
ber could bring dawn a Bill to vepeal (he
Aet. A Message would be needed from
the Governor.

The Treasurer: Nu Message would he
required. It is only o machinery mea-
suare.

Mr. WALKER: At any rate, it would
need to be a Ministerial Bill. The hint
was now thrown out that we should re-
turn to the wethods urged as sound by
the Auditor General.

The Treasurer : No: the Auditur
General did not deal with the prineiple,
only with the system of accountaney.

Mr. WALKER: Was it a sound prin-
ciple that the proceeds of propery sotd
shonld go into a sort of floating loan
fund instead of being put in the ledger
to the balance sheet of the original eapi-
tal  account dealing with ihe wmatier,
Supposing we 20ld the Goldfields Water
Scheme, would il be sound to leave the
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debt on the scheme standiog as if was
and spend the money derived trom the
sile as revenue for building bridges. 1t
wuuld be excedingly feolizh, not to men-
Fton a stronger term. No doubt the State
was responsible for the original  debg
all  the same. bur we should have a
svetem of keeping (he accounts to show
the credils against the debits.  Some
things in connection wiih the Goldfields
Water Scheme were sold, vel (hey did
not go iowards the reduction of the
capital aceount of the seleme on whieh
the goldfields people had to pay sueh a
high inx, nov did it go to reduce the cost
of water, but it went, perhaps, to build
a monkey hense at South Perth. Each
public  enterprise should stand on its
own bottom, and all itg eredits and de-
bits should be kepi apart from those of
other accounts.  Then we would know
how we stood. The sales could go to ex-
tinguigh the debt on (he particular work,
How far would we go in this divection?
The position of the fund on the 30th
TJune, 1908, showed a total ecredit  of
£04,2G8. made up of loan £03,262, and
reveune £1.005: while the debits were
E£BR037, made up of £41.982 in 1906-7
and £21.055 in 1907-8.  Thas there was a
balanee of £31.230 available for expendi-
tare. From that sum £31.224 was taken,
leaving a balance of £6. How long would
that state of things be allowed tn con-
tinne? We did net show whet was ac-
tually expeunded. This eould not be eonn-
sidered as revenue, and it was a ease of
absalutely robbing the loans. Tt was dis-
guising from the publie the real position
of onr finances. Tt made it appear that
we were working the State less extrava-
gantly by taking less from revenue. We
did uni appear to he taking it either
from the General Loan Fund or (he Con-
solidated Revenue. The money was be-
ing faken in a surreptilions way.

My, Scaddan: Would the property be
gsold at the original cost?

Alr. WALKER: No: not half the enst.
Tt was bmnoral finanee, and provided a
had example for ihe State as a whole.

Me, BATH: In regard to his proposi-
tion to reduce the vate in order (o se-
cure an expression of opinion. he was
aware that sueh a vete, even if the am-
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endmeni were carvied, would not have
the effect of vepealing the Act which the
Treasurer introduced in order to legalise
procedure which prior to the introdue-
tion of the Aect had been characterised
by the Aundifor General as illegal.

The Treasurer: 1 was illegal heeanse
it rerquired the Aet.

Mr, BATH: The Auditor General did
not say it required an Act, bur dealt
with it just as the Treasurer had done.

The Treasurer: Te had never ques-
tioned the aetion since.

Me. BATH: Ng. The Treasurer knew
that this Legislaiure was supreme over
the Auditor General, and if that officer
pointed out an illegality and Parliament
passed an Aer to dispuse of eertain
Dioneys in o cerfain way. his Jduties were
to see that the moneys were disposed of
in the very way this Assembly dictated.
No doubt in the present state of the
finances, and with the public friends of
the Government crying out against taxa-
tion proposals, the Treasnrer was re-
joiced when he found the tenst funds
had aceumulated to a nice*sum. Prob-
ably he was right in the contention that
there was nothing to he gained by that
trust money heing allowed o lie idle
but surely every member must agree that
the money should be so disposed as to
keep the asset infact.

The Treasurer : We could not keep

it intact for it does not realize suffi-
clent.
Mr. BATH: It could go towards the

purpose as far as the money would pro-
vide.

Mr. Jacoby: How enuld you see it in
that way?

M. BATH: The Treasury had abso-
lute knowledge of the particular lopan
votes from which the money was derived
and there would be no difficulty in allo-

<cating the sums to the aecounis from
which they were derived.
The Treasurer - Yonr Government

found a diffienlty. Yon created a trust
fund.

Mr. BATH: There should be no diffi-
culiy. If material in conneetion with the
Goldfields Waler Supply were sold, the
sum realised should be credited to that
account. Although  reappropriations
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might eontuse the issue. anyone really
desirous to do the right thing, would not
tind it a very great difficulty. The Min-
ister for Works had interjected, when
the member for Kanowna was speaking,
asking what was the seewrity we offered
for our loans?  The security was the
credit of the State. When we were plac-
ing a loan anthorisation on ihe market,
we were always very careful to detail
how our loan moneys were expended.

The Minister for Works: We can ve-
appropriate.

Mr. BATH: Yes, but in ihe eircum-
stanées alluded to we said that so many
millions  were spent  in reproductive
works, and were producing so much rve-
venue and =0 mueh contriburion towards
the sinking fund. Tn the dispnsal of the
proceeds of property purchazed from
loan funds, and purchased on such con-
ditions, we should be very careful in the
disposal of the money. With the author-
ity the Treastrer possexsed. the ifem
might amount 1o even as mueh as
£1,000,000, The ‘lreasurer might do
practieally  what an impecunious indi-
vidual did when he went to a pawn shop
to raise money on  property  fo se-
cure something for his current expenses.
The Treasurer, in ovder (o avoid the
necessity  of  adopting  taxation  whieh
might be objectionable to his political
friends, sold property paid for ont of
loan money. and used rhe proceeds as
revenue. What would he said of a pri-
vate firm who did a thing of that sort?
The Committce should express an op-
inion on ihis point, so that the deeision
should act as guidance in the future.
1f the Committee expressed the opinion
that the practice was undesirable, an
amending measure might be introduced
to provide for the disposal of the monev

maore in consonance with  commercial
dictates.  The zuggestion that a mem-
ber on this side should introduce such

a Bill was absurd. Tn the first place it
would probably have to be introduced
by Message from tle Governov, or if
that were unnecessary. the Bill wonld
have very little chance of ever getting
past the introductory stages.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Wanowna DMr.  Walker)
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appeared to be under the Impression
that if property on an undertaking sueh
as ihe Goldficlds Water Supply were
sold, that scheme received no credit for
the sale of the property. Under existing
gonditions the capitalisation of the
scheme would be reduced by the value
of the property sold.

My, Scaddan : Has that been done in
this case ? i

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Act specified that it must be done.

Mr., Walker: That makes it all the
worse.

The MIN(STER FOR WORKS: The
argument was that the people on the
fields were paying rates, etc., to cover the
interest on the capitalisation, and to pay
the expenses of the scheme. and the hon.
member suggested that if we sold £20,000
or £30.000 worth of property, the proceeds
should go to lessen the capitalisation,
otherwise the people on the fields would
be paying rates on amounts which had
been credited to this Covernment: Pro-
perty Trust Account. That was not
the case, for the Goldfields Water Supply
capitalisation would be reduced by the
amount realised from the sale of the
propecty. The main cquestion for us
to consider was whether the money was
being wused for reproductive works.
It must be remembered that the State
had as an asset a large amount of un-
developed land. By inducing settlement,
and the provision of roads and bridges,
etcetera, it seemed to him that we were
improving the State, and- making it so
that every one who was put on the land
had something at stake. When one
became a successful settler he contributed
to the revenue through the customs.
Then schools were erected. Tf we settled
the country and sold land. we must
provide school accornmeodation. A few
years ago he looked upon a school or
a road as an unproductive work, hut he
could not help thinking there was another
side to the question which one saw
subsequently, and it seemed to him that
in the important work of developing a
State like this. any useful work which
induced settlement in the country might
be described as reproductive. If a
private individual or a hali a dozen
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persons in the House owned a few
million acres of good agricultural land in,
the State, they would think nothing of
opening it up by roads and bridges. If
such a procedure were justified in the
building of roads, why was it not justi-
fiable that we should get the proceeds
from the sale of this property. Situated
as we were, with that money lying idle,
there was no valid reason why it should
not be put to the use provided on the
estimates.

Mr. WALKER : We borrowed money
for specific purposes and with that
money we bought specific goods.

The Treasurer : Not always.

Mr. WALKER : In a big scheme we
borrowed money for a definite purpose,.
and while it was trne that the State
became responsible for that money
borrowed, the money was allocated to a
particular work. We bought our goods
and afterwards we sold them and merely
crediting the sale did not fulfil the
obligation.

The Minister for Works : But it does no.

“injustice td the ratepayer.

Mr. WALKER : It was a matter of
honesty. The whole of the State had to
pay the whole of the debts however they
were incurred. We wanted every beast
of burden to carry its own burden. The
illustration he had given, the Coolgardie
Water S8cheme, was one that the original
loan would not ecover. There must be
up-keepy and re-placenient over and over
again, end we would have to go over the
same expenditure. The contention of
the Leader -of the Opposition was that
we had an obligation in connection with
that scheme for which we borrowed
money. and then if we had an income-
from any source, whether from the sale of’
effects connected with that scheme, or
anything else, it should be credited to
that scheme, not only upon the | dger,
but absolutely that money should be
utilised again and placed to the credit of
that scheme. to use it for the purpose of’
keeping it in order. This was seizing
trust funds for any vote whatever.
Ultimately it went out of the country he
knew. and it did not matter whether we
borrowed money for this work or that.
It was to the secret way in which it was
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possible to do these things so that we
did not have a proper showing of the
costs of these speeific works which he had
alluded to, that he objected. He did
not care what subtlety of language was
used to cover the offence, it remained an
offence in finance. We did want to have
the bhenefit of every particle sold in the
way of goods in connection with that
scheme, and that scheme should be
credited with every item if it only be a
screw so that ultimately we might, as we
should be able to do, reduce the rates
charged at the other end.

The TREASURER : There were only
two ways of dealing with this matter, one
was by appropriation as we were doing
and the other by placing the money to
the credit of the sinking fund. TIn his
opinion, and in the opinion of the majority
of members, the sinking fund was quite
heavy enough. We were paying at
present on this water scheme 3§ per cent.
We were paying 1} per cent. in connection
_with the purchase of the Great Southern
Railway which was in better order to-day
than ever it waes. We were paying 1}
per cent. on local inscribed stock, and
1 per cent. on inscribed stock. Surely,
therefore we were not justified in increa-
sing that any further ; indeed, it must
be reduced now, and he hoped the House
would sanction that reduction later omn.
It was absurd to argue that the Treasurer
would go anl! dispose of hundreds of
thousands of pounds worth of public
property, and do what he liked with the
money. Such an idea was laughable.
The hon. member knew it could not be
done. The Treasurer did not sell this
property ; it was sold by the several
departments, and there was nothing
hidden, everything was done openly.

Mr Bath: Last year this was passed
by six members in the House.

The TREASURER : Perhaps the hon.
member was responsible for that. for he
kept the House sitting until six o’clock in
the morning. He desired to point out
that the principle was right. He had
done his duty, and to say that the
Auditor Ceneral questioned the legality
of this procedure was absurd. The Audi-
tor General did nothing of the sort, he
questioned the legality of appropriating
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this money witiiout an Act suthorising
it to be dealt with in the way it was
being dealt with from the time of the
Labour Government in 1904, The Labour
Government had been the first to discover
that they had difficulties to contend
with. They found they could not credit
each loan authorisation with the little
sales going on year by year of goods
purchased out of that authorisation. It
meant. that the whole loan statements
were altered by a few shillings or a few
pounds day in and day ont. They had
found that it was jmpossible to keep the
accounts. It meant hundreds and thou-
sands of little items. They themselves
had to take this account and say that
they could not do it and that the money
should be put to a suspense account.
This they had done, illegally enough.
When he {the Treasurer) came along
and found the money there he had
determined to see if it could not be
legally spent. With this end in viewhehad
come to Parliement, and Parliament had
said, “ Yes, we will give you authority.”
Then the Auditor General had® said
** Yes, it is ell right, you have Parlia-
mentary sanction; but the way in
which you are dealing with the fnnd is
contrary to the Audit Act.”” The Auditor
CGencral had said that the money having
been raised on the authority of an Act
the re-appropriation also must have the
authority of an Aet. So he (the Trea-
surer} had introduced a measure and
Parliament had agreed to it. Now the
hon. member said that the asset should
be kept intact. It was Lmpossible to
keep it intact ; the only way to keep it
intact was by paying this heavy sinking
fund which was being contributed out of
Consolidated Revenue. The capital ex-
penditure had to be taken into account,
The hon. member had argued that the
Government were putting an erroneous
statement before the country. The Goxv-
ernment wire doing nothing of the sort;
each trading department of the Govern-
ment kept its own books and its own
accounts, and showed its own balance-
sheet each year. And the Act provided
that if any of those departments sold any
property and it came into this account
then the department was immediately to
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credit its capital account with it and so
reduc> the capital assets. [t amounted
to this. that what might be deemed
advisable in theory couid not b« foliowed
out in practice. It was to be remembered
that even il they were showing some
depreciation in the assets ; and if they
were to spend this money .egain in
provi ling the same property, there would
still be a difference. In the past thou-
sands of pounds had been spent out of
revenue to increase the assets. But
apart from all that, the lender had the
taxable value of lands and property.
and had the people of the Stateassecurity.

Mr. Scaddan : It is a question of the
capability of the people to bear the tax.

The TREASURER : That was so.
The f[act that the money had been spent
in reproductive works. such as railways
and harbours, would be borne in mind hy
the lender. and would serve to establish
the credit of the country. Hon. members
shoald consider the national debt of
Creat Britain and the enormous debts
of France and Russiz. and the older
eountfies that had had to borrow money
to preserve their very existence. What
asset had the lender in these countries
other than the asset of the people settled
on the land and their capacity to bear
taxation to pay the interest ? Here we
had a small sum of money which he
could not deal with improperly no matter
how he might wish to do so. Was it
wise then to pay this money into the
sinking fund and so increase the already
very heavy payments for the redemption

of loans, and then to come to the House

and ask for authority to raise further
money to carry out these very necessary
works. To do this would be to pay twice
—to raise the money twice. to pay the
discounts twice, and so to lose money on
both sides. Surely it was an unreason-
able proposition.

My. Bath: Why not construet them
out of revenue ?

The TREASURER : How could that
be done when the revenue was not there ?
Only this evening he had been urged to
construct & buikling for the Agricultural
Bank out of loan money. The member
for Boulder had asked why did not the
Government borrow money from the
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savings bank for the purpose of building
premises for the Agricultural Bank.
He had been urged to do the very thing
he was doing ; and on the other hand
he had been roundly condemned for it.
He hoped the Commitice would not
endorse the proposal to reduce the
amount. 4

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following resajt :—

Avyes . e .o 19
Noes .. . e 24
Majority against .. b
Aves,
Mr. Apgwin © My, O’Loghlen
Mr. Rath + Ar. Scaddan
AMr. Bolton T Mr. Swan
Mr. Collier t Mr. Taylor
Mr. GIll ! Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gourley I e, Walker
Mr. Heitmann Mr. Ware
Mr. Heran Mr, A. A. Wilson
Mr. Hudson Mr. Troy
Mr. McDowall (Teller).
NoEs.
Mr. Barnpett Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Brown Mr. Keenan
Mr. Buicher Mr. Male
Mr. Carson Mr. Mitchell
Alr. Cowcher Mr. N. J. Moore
Alr. Davies Mr. 8. F. Maore
Mr. Draper Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gardon Mr. Plesse
Mr. Gregory Mr. Price
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Quinlan
AMr. Hayward I Mr. F. Wilson
Air. Hopkins AMr. Layman
(Telter).

Amendment thus negatived.

Vote put and passec.

This cencluded the Estimates of Rev-
enue.and Expenditare for the year. 1%

Resolutions as passed in Conmnittee of
Supply granting supplies amounting to
£2 354,898, and a further sum of £31,224
from the Sale of Covernment Property
Trust Account, were formslly reported.

On motion by the T'reasurer report from
Committee of Supply adopted,

In Conuvmnitlee of Ways and Means,

The House having resolved into Com-
mittee of Ways and Means.

The TREASURER: moved—

That toaeards making goad the sup-
ply tn be granted éo His Majesty. o sunt -
not grcerding £2.354,898 he granted out
of the Consnlidated Revcwye Fund of
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Wertern Ausivalin, and a srm nof
eccceding £31.224 from the Sale of
Government Property Trust decnund.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, the report adop-
ted.

BILL—LOAX, £1,445,000.
Second Rewding.

Resumed from the 2nd February.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill): The intro-
duction of the Loan Bill ut the late stage
when it was introduced, and the speedy
way in which it had been placed after the
Estimates, iz certainly not conducive to
the proper consideration of the measure,
especially a Bill which seeks to obtain
the anthorisation to raise another million
and a half of money. We have grown
into this prectice for the past two or three
years of bringing on the Loan Bill at the
very latest stage possible and, by the use
of the majority supporting the Govern-
ment, of foreing it on without any
possible chance of due consideration. I
defy any member of thi House who
devotes any attention to the other
matters we are called upon to consider,
and who attended here at 2.30 o’clock
to-day to have had anything like reason-
able time to give consideration o this
Loan Bill and the schedule attachecd
thereto. In a matter of this kind where
it involves a very large increase, not only
in the aggregate indebtedness but also
in the amount per head of the population,
T think it is time the Treasurer considered
the interests of the public generally, and
gave more opportunity and time for the
consideration of this measure. The
Treasurer in the course of his speech the
other day may not have intended to in-
dulge in humour, possibly it was of the
unconsecious variety. but T cannot under-
stand any member expressing the opinion
that it requires courage to go in for a
borrowing policy. As a matter of fact,
from the history of this and other States,
it is evident that no courage whatever
has been needed to go on the London
market to borrow money. It hes always
been the means by which the Treasurer
has sought to evade the responsibility and
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avoid the necessity [or courageously
facing a financial stringency, and the
method he has adopted of dodging the
diffieulty. The Treasurer himself ad-
mitted the other day that he had heen in
Queensland when there was a depression,
and in New South Wales when there was
& depression. and in Victoria when there
was a depression, and [ am not guite sure
that he was not in South Australia when
there was a depression, but it seems to me
that wherever the Treasurer sets his foot
depression is sure to follow.

The Premicr : The Treasurer arrived
here in 1804. '

Mr. BATH : And evidently when the
hon. gentleman is unfortunately entrust-
ed with the finances of any State the de-
pression is intensified. I cannot under-
stand why a geutleman such as the
Treasurer, or any other financier, can lay
down one line of conduct as desirable for
the State and another as cesirable for
private or commercial concerns. We
find in connection with the matter we
have just previously discussed. the nse of
the proceeds derived from the sale of
CGovernment property, that if any private
individual-—and T want to put this to
those members who voted for the last
procedure—got rid of his assets, repre
senting loan expenditure, and blew it in
the ordinary expenditure of his living or
upkeep, he would scon be in Queer-street,
and would not proceed very far on that
course before the institution financing
him would come down on him like a ton
of bricks, and not only refuse him any
further credit but probably call in the
credit already extended. But we find
that what would be deemed outrageous
in commercial circles is regarded as a
desirable thing to do in regard to State
finance. We know that in private life
that if any individual, no matter how
wealthy he might be. started to hypothe-
cate his inheritance and dispose of it or
mortgage it to the money lender and so
build up indebtedness against his in-
heritance as to gradually contract the
surplus of revenue which he would have
at his disposal over and above the in-
terest he would have to pay, that indi-
vidual would be characterised as idle and
dissolute, and as one who would get rid
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of his substance and make a fool of him-
self ; but this is a course which, when
adopted by a Treasurer on behalf of &
State, is regarded as a perfectly desirable
course to pursue and, apparently, entirely
above criticism. It seems to me when
we are approaching a time such as we
have had for the past three years increas-
ing in intensity, and when there are
financial problems to be faced, the truly
couragecus man is the one who either
effects economy wisely in those directions
where it will not impair efficiency, or, if
this is not possible or desirable, proceeds
to so adjust his taxation that it may
meet his expenditure ; but we find that
the course adopted by the present
Treasurer with & shortage of revenae and
a growing expenditure in those direct-
ions which have to be met, such as, for
instance, the natural increase in "the
cost of education, and the increase in the
amount to be provided for interest and
sinking fund, instead of facing that diffi-
culty has resorted more and more to the
practice of sneaking loan funds here and
there and applying them to purposes of
revenue. I do not want to make that
charge without evidence to back it up.
We find, for instance, that from 19061 to
1905, in the erection of State batteries
the whole of the money was provided
from revenue because it was being used
in mining development and there was no
desire to see that it paid interest and
sinking fund, and it was, therefore, not
regarded as reproductive work in the
strictest sense of the term, or, what one
might say, the stern sense of the term ;
but in 1905-6 this vote has been wholly
dropped from revenue, and whatever
public batteries have been erected have
been built out of loan funds. and we find
provisien on the Loan Estimates this year
for £27,000 to be expended in the erection
of State batteries, notwithstanding the
fact that each year we are involved in a
loss on the working of these batteries,
Again, in connection with the railways,
in what are termed additions and im-
provements, since Mr. Rason was Trea-
surer and since the present Treasurer
succeeded Mr. Rason. we have had con-
siderable sums expended in these works
which have not in any way added to the
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earning capacity of the railways. They
may have provided conveniences in
different directions that are necessary,
but have not warranted the addition of
these accounts to the capital cost of the
railways. Before 1905-6, and until Mr.
Rason adopted this means of staving off
the need for taxation, many of these
works were provided for from revenne.
Ouly those works which could reasonably
be expected to increase the earning capa-
city of the railways were provided for on
loan schedules. Then we find this prac-
tice of lopping off so much of the public
works salaries. an increased amount,
from the revenune vote, and find it in the
departimental vote under the Loan Esti-
mates, The same thing occurs in the
railways. We find that in the Mines
Department now this practice is being
resorted to. These are those little secret
ways of making it appear that we are re-
ducing expenditure, econcmising in the
utilisation of revenue. when as a matter
of fact, we are not saving, but, instead of
providing this departmental and adminis-
trative expenditure from revenue, we
are finding it from loan funds. There is
also the replacement of obsolete stock,
and the agricultural and mining develop-
ment votes. There are many items
which cannot by any stretch of the im-
agination be characterised as coming
within the scope of capital development,
and they should not be provided for
from the CGeneral Loan Fund. The
Auditor General has referred to this for
we find he has pointed out that the pro-
ducers’ dinner at the Palace Hotel was
provided for out of the vote for develop-
ment of agriculture.

The Premier : Instructions have been
given to transfer that to revenue.

Mr. BATH : Then in connection with
the rabbit-proof fence the money for
funeral expenses of one of the employees
was provided for from the Loan Fund.
Right through the report of the Auditor
General T find cases where the Covern-
ment. in order to make it appear that they
have reduced expenditure from revenue
in conformity with the reduced revenue,
have simply transferred the expenditure
to General Loan Fund. We find it to an
even greater extent in connection with
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the erection of public buildings, and for
the provision of roads. In 1902, when
Mr. Gardiner was Treasurer, it was laid
down as a rule which should be followed,
and it was followed then, that these were
not items which could legitimately be
called reproductive, and that, therefore,
they should not be provided for from
CGeneral Loan Fund. The practice of
transferring administrative expenditure
to Loan Fund is also growing. The
Auditor General says—

“ Tt is worthy of consideration that
no charges be allowexl to loan in respect
to the permanent or ordinary staff of a
departient, as there is always & temp-
tation to reduce the ordinary revenue
expenses if loan is available. It is
noticed in some places that this is now
the rule.”

In another place we find.in connection
with the Nangeenan farm, that the de-
partment administering the farm are at
the present time paying the expenses out
of Loan Fund. Whatever revenue is de-
rived is put into the Consolidated Revenue,
and goes to swell the revenue receipts.
How can any man who wants to carry on
legitimately and honestly countenance a
thing of that sort * If this is done in the
future, and no attention is paid to the
protests of the Auditor General in this
respect, we shall be going from bad to
worse¢ and accentuating the present
position. There could be no better index
of the position to which we have come by
the misuse of loan funds. I wish to dis-
criminate between a .rigid, straight-
forward policy of using loan funds for
developmental works and deriving revenue
from them which goes to pay interest and
sinking fund. and makes no increasing
call on the ordinary revenue derived from
taxation and the policy to which I have
just referr d. In 1902 the year with
which the Treasurer compared the pre-
sent to ory and make the present
year show to advantage the sink-
ing fund charges absorbed 19 per
cent. of the revenue : in 1903-8, the
first year of the present Government, the
interest and sinking fund absorbed 23 per
ecent. ; in 1907-8, 27 per cent. ; and for
the hali year ended December, 1908. 31
per cent. ; and this item is increasing.
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As a matter of fact since the present
Government have been in office the in-
terest and sinking fund charges we have
to pay on loans have absorbed an increase
of 8 per cent. This is sufficiently serious
to demand the attention of members and
it shows that there is a lack of wisdom,
a shortsightedness, and a looseness in the
Crovernment's expenditure from the
Gieneral Loan Fund. Before this House
gives authorisation for the raising of a
loan which will increase the indebtedness
of the State and will place more burdens
on the shoulders of the people, we

should he assured that thé position
will not recur, and that there wil
not be this great increase in per-

centage in interest and sinking fund ; and
that whatever policy of loan authoris-
ation we commit ourselves to, the money
will be wisely expended so that in a few
years we might hope to see it bringing in
that revenue which will maintain the
balance between the revenue and the
interest and sinking fund charges. 1t
may be urged that the increase in per-
centage is due to the fact that there has
been a decline in revenue. As a matter
of fact the decline of revenue in the term
during which the percentage has in-
creased 8 per cent. has been '£182,298 ;
and while it may be claimed that the re-
duction in revenue derived fromn the
Commonwealth is responsible for that, 1
would impress upon the Premier that it is
not responsible for the whole of the re-
duction. As a matter of fact the decline
in the amount received from the Common-
wealth was only £119,000 : so that, apart
from that, we have gone to the bad to the
extent of £63,000. While that is so, we
have increased our indebtedness in those
three years by the amount of two and a
hall millions. Although we make a public
boast that we are expending this money
in reproductive works, while we have in-
creased our indebtedness to 2} millions,
our revehue has declined by £182,000.

The Premier : You must recollect that
the trading concerns provide interest for
the whole of the debt.

Mr. BATH : Yes. but we have to pro-
vide sinking fund. The Treasurer in his
attempt to show that the indebtedness
per head of the population is less now
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than in 1902, ingeniously juggled with the
figures.

The Treasurer: Less in March 1910,
than in 1902

Mr. BATH : The Treasurer said that
the indebtedness per head of the popu-
lation on the 30th June last was £66 12s,
9d. Since then there was the flotation
of £650,000, and by the 31st of December,
the indebtedness per head of the popu-
lation had increased to £68 ls. 7d. The
Treaswrer added that that did not by any
means constitute a record so far as
Western Australia was concerned, as on
the 30th of June, 1902, the indebtedness
was £69 16s. 5d. per head. TIf the

. Treasurer is going to make a comparison

with 1902, it should be on an equality,
and in order to make it appear that our
debt on 30th June, was only £66, instead
of £69 as shown in the returns provided
in the Sietistical Abstract, he deduected
from the net indehtedness the amount of
the loans not raised or utilised.

The Treasurer : Loans which had not
been received ; never raised.

Mr. BATH : If the Treasurer wanted to
make a comparison on that basis, he
should have credited the year 1902 with
the loans not raised then.

The Treasurer: There were no loans
unraised then.

Mr. BATH : There was the sum of
£1,050,000.

The Preasurer: I mede a comparison
with the 3lst of December, 1902, and
included that swin.

Mr. BATH : If the same allowance had
been made for that year, the debt jer
hea laf the population in June, 1802 would
only have been £63 6s. The debt was
never greater than it is now. 1In the year
in qguestion the Treazurer did not deduct
the sum of £1,050,0000 We cannot
attach any importance to the Treasurer
as a prophet for, in introducing the Loan
Bill of 1906, he indulged in certain
prophecies ; for instance, he tohd us that
at the end of June, 1908, the popu-
lation of the State would be 283,000.
He was not making allowance for the fact
that his Government would be in power
and that the percentage would therefore
drop back considerably. He did not
now that in one year we wefe going to
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lose population by excess of departures
over arrivals, and that we could only
show an increase by excess of births over
He also pointed out that at the
end of che financial year, supposing the
amount had been raised, which it had
been with the exception of £18,000. che
debt per head of the population would
only be £66 3s. 5d. ; whereas as a matter
of fact we find it is £69 16s. 5d. These
comparisons of the debt per head of the
pouplation are likely to mislead. We
cannot safely put as big a debt per head
of the population on the unit in Western
Australia now. and carry it with the same
security we did even in 1902, for the
reason that our population is made up
of much greater percentage of children
who are not earning money, who are not
assisting to carry the burden, and who,
in fact, up to the age of 15 n {16 yearsare
really a charge upon the community foc
the provision of those educational facili-
ties which will fit them to be citizens later
on. Under these circumstances such a
comparison is erroneous.  Buot taking vhe
comparison for what it is worth, we have
at present a great increase in the amount
of debt per head of the population. The
increase is the result of the loan authoris-
ations in 1906, and we will have a big in-
crease per head of the population as the
result of the authorisations which we are
now asked to pass, an increase which will
be all the more serious because we have
got to that position now where our
revenue only suffices to pay interest and
sinking fund and pey our ordinary ad-
ministration expenses. e have not the
slightest margin, and we are alimost on the
verge of trouble as far as the finances are
concerned. We have a proposition in
the present 13ill which seeks to recduce the
sinking fund to one-half per cent. 1 do
not know of anything which could be such
a confession of failure and inability to
meet our oblizations ; an advertisement
of the very worst nature on the eve of our
application to the London market for &
new Joan. (ne recognises in view of the
unfortunate result of the last flotation,
that we do not want to go to the Londen
market with our hands as it were tied
behind our backs.
The Treasurer - 1t was a good result.
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Mr. BATH : When it is necessary to
leave 90 per cent in the hands of the
underwriters one cannot regard it as a
good result, I certainly do not agree
with the Treasurer that it was a good
result in view of the favourable circum-
stances under which, as far as the mar et
was concerned, the loan was launched.
To seek to raise an additional amount and
at the zame time tell them that the pro-
vision we previously made in the way of
sinking fund cannot be continued in the
future, is, as I have already said, the con-
fession of failure which is not going to
raise gur credit in the London market.
We are told abount the great security we
have for our loans. 1 heard the member
for Swan some time ago declare that there
was no need for a sinking fund in econnec-
tion with the railways. We have in the
information supplied by a gentleman with
whom the hon. member is acquainted,
Mr. Harper—a gentleman whose opinion
can be given a considerable degree of
weight—in regard to Brennan’s invention,
the mono-rail, the patent rights of which
have heen offered to the Common-
wealth — —

The Premier : And which have been re-
fused.

Mr. BATH : Tt is a question of money.
If within the next 20 vears—I am allow-
ing a big margin—_thLat invention becomes
a commercial suceess, if the mono-rail
becomes an established fact and will
provide for the carriage of praduce and
passengers, then our existing railways will
be 30 much serap.

Afr. Jacoby: No. A large proportion
of the permanent way will still be used,

Mr. BATH : If the hon. gentleman has
read anyvthing about the invention he will
know that it will mean a complete revo-
lution in the method of travelling. and
the alleged security for those lines which
the hon. gentleman said requires no sink-
ing fund --—

My, Jeacoby « Will not that apply to the
private railways of Cireat Britain ?

My. BATH : They do what we are not
doing : they make provision for a very
ample reserve fund.

Mr. Nanson : Not the English railways.

Myr. BATH : Then the English Rail-
ways differ from ours.
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M. Jacsby : T have not
figures which show a reserve fund.

Mr. BATH : Anyhow in other places
there is & big reserve fund to meet this
possibility, and we find that anywhere
where they are up-to-date they have no
scruple about serapping obsolete methods
in favour of those which are more up-to-
date and more effective. Whatever pri-
vate enterprise does, will the hon. member
tell me that it will be a good thing for
future generations that if this invention
or any other development—we might
say traffic in the air—supersedes our
present means of locorotion, will not the
value of our assets disappear by reason
of their uselessness ¥

Mr. Jacoby : Still it would be better
than & war loan for which no sinking
fund is provided.

Mr. BATH : As a matter of fact the
hon. member knows with regerd to war
loans the old country has often made
provision far and away above the
provision we have made for a sinking
fund. After the Peninsular War when
the debt amounted to some £800.0600,000
they reduced it during a period of peace
by £200,000.000 and reduced it by a
much greater wethod than ;1 14 per cent,
sinking fund would have done. Asother
wars oceurred the debt was again piled
up. But do we want to drift into the
same position as those countries where
the piling up of unproductive burdens
has driven a large proportion of the
population into the deepest depths of
poverty &nd despair. We do not want
to build up that sort of thing in Western
Australia : we want to strike out on our
own. We want to do better and strike
upon an ideal which will lift us far ahead
into a poesition which will be one to be
envied. and not one by which on com-
parison with New South Wales, South
Australia. or Victoria it will be possible
to say that they are in a slight degree
worse off than we are. The Treasurer
has admitted what the result of an
unwise horrowing policy has been.
Queensland had a depression from which
she has only recently been lifted by proper
financing methods, and although it has
been said that her present decision to
refrain from borrowing is due to the

SPOTL
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borrowing of past years, we know that
the continuous Ministry only managed
to keep going by covering up existing
difficulties by fresh borrowing ; and it
was only when they found a difficulty
in providing interest on these loans
that the people of Queensland rose up
and threw out the continucus Ministry,
recognising that their difficulties had
been brought about by the unwise
borrowing policy of that Government.
The same thing obtained in Victoria. I
am not declaiming against the policy
of borrowing money for development
work which will, within a reasonable
period, begin to bring in revenue to
provide interest and sinking fund. But
this policy of dodging difficulties, of
practically deferring to the prejudices of
friends and supporters who oppose any
re-adjustment of taxation, or any econ-
omy in the public service ; of borrowing
in order thatloan monevs may be used
where revenue was used before—this
is a policy that can only end in disaster
and bring us later on face to face with
what every other State in the Com-
monweslth has had to face in the past.
I want Western Australia to be beyond
the necessity of facing that situation,
to have that steady development, and
steady progress which is altogether
different from the boom and burst
policy of the other States. Tt is with that
desire that I criticise this expenditure
of loan money on unproductive works.
Again, it seems to me there are one or
two details in connection with this Loan
Bill which are onty throwing dust in the
eyes of the public, We have here a list
in conneetion with the loan expenditure
on authorised works, and included in it
we have a reference to the Fremantle
dock and slip. Tt is just as well that we
should know what are the proposals of
the Government in this direction. We
find here that £237,000 has been raised
under various appropriations; and of
thiz £105,000 has been reappropriated
for other works, leaving an amount of
£132,000, The unexpended balance as
shown here is £107,637. We have under
the heading of *‘ Progress made for
expenditure for year ending June,
1908,” * borings and investigations, also
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sinking of trial shaft completed.”” And
in the proposals for the year ending 30th
June, 1909, we have the completion of
new slipway which is not part of the
dock scheme,

The Treasurer :
to & new site.

Mr. BATH : But really it is no part of
the dock scheme. It is altogether apart
from the provision of a dock.

The Treasurer: No, it had to be re-
moved.

Mr. BATH: We have ‘‘removal of
slipway, commencement of excavations
of dock at Rous Head, and preparation of
special plant.”” We want to know whatthe
Government intend to do, and we do not
want this pretence in regard to this work.
It is well that the House should be
taken into confidence, and be told whethet
the Government intend to proceed with
the work or, in the -circumstances, to
hang it up until some more fortunate
circumstances intervene. I do not think
there is much to be gained by further
discussion on this Loan Bill, as oppor-
tunities for discussion will crop up on
the various items. But in regard to
railways, which have such a large
proportion of the provision under this
Bill T wish to say that I believe in the
policy of providing railways for the
development of the country. But I
believe that we want more care exercised
to see that this development policy is for
the good of the people, and not for the
good of the speculators. That is what we
want to look to. And the necessity for
greater care and greater consideration is
proved by the circumstance that in spite
of the fact that we have built so many
new railways the revenue from railways
has declined. There is a screw loose
somewhere. The people have been bur-
dened with the extra indebtedness.
T am not complaining against that, for I
helieve that we can carry it with safety
so long as the people are securing the
advantage in the production of articles,
whether from agriculture or from mining
industries. But if we are only to expend
loan mone s simply that someone shall
be enabled to sell undeveloped property
at cdouble the price he could get before,
then our railway policy is a frand and a

It had to be removed
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delusion. I would also Jike to say that
in connection with this, I notice we have a
Proposition for a railway irom Dowerin
Eastward. When was the authority of
this House sought for the work ? We
have had no opportunity whatever of
discussing it.

The Treasurer: We are only asking
anthority to raise the money.

The Premier : Did not the last Loan
Bill provide authority when only two or
three railways had heen passed ?

Mr. BATH: But if we secure the
authority to raise the soney, and if
Parliament. does not egree to the worl,
will it not mean a re-appropriation ?
Now I object to thess re-appropriations.
It is a breach of faith with the House and
with those from whom the money is
borrowed. I presume that when the
propasition for the loan is put in train by
the Agent Cleneral. some idea is given
as to the proposals, and as to how the
money is to be expended. I think this
House ought to be consulted. We ought
to know exactly what the propasition is,
what are the results likely to acerne from
the construction of the railway, hefore
we are asked to authorise the raising of
the money. This is what it amounts to—
the Ctovernment relies on the fact that
they have only to say, ** We want to do
this,”” and they may depend on their
majarity to carry it, whether it is desirable
or not.

The Premier : What do you propose—
an amount for railways generally #

Mr. BATH: T propose that the Bill
be introduced for the specific railway ;
then when the work is authorised we can
raise the money.

The Premier: You cannot go to the
market at any time—there are certain
favourable times.

Mr. BATH: Well we can adapt the
legislation to the proper time for going
on the market. This is a vague proposal.
It says “ A railway from Dowerin,
Eastward.” T do not know whether it
is going near the property of the member
for Kenowna. But this proposed railway
Eastward from Dowerin may run through
desert ; it may run through sand plain ;
we have no knowledge whatever. We
did inspect the Dowerin 1ailway after it

68)
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wasg constructed, and we ran through
sand plain here and there, and when we
got to the end we asked where the good
land was and were told it was over the
hill.

The Premier -
line.

Mr. BATH : T do not think it has paid
expenses yet, not according to the reports
submitted. However, I do not want to
weary the Mouse by dissertations on
these railways. Probably we will have
another opportunity of dealing with
them, but it appears to me to be putting
the cart before the horse, and it appears
to me, as in other propositions, that we
want more detailed information of the
Government’s intentions before the House
should be called upon to give authoriza-
tion for this large surn of money.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

That has been a paying

In Commitiee.

Mr. Daglish in the Chair; the Trea-
surer in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Contribution to Sinking
Fund :

Mr. BATH : As this was a controver-
sial point he would ask the Treasurer 1o
report progress.

Progress reported

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1908-9,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 2nd February ; Mr.
Daglish in the Chair.

Mr. TAYLOR : Without any desire to
detain the Committes at any length there
were certain votes in the Estimates
against which he desired to raise protest.
There was an item of aboyt £25,000 for
the Fremantle dock. It was his inten-
tion to uppose that item if he were the
only member taking that course, and his
principil reason for doing so was the
stringency of the finances of the State
at the present time. Considering this
fact, we were not warranted jn embarking
upon that expenditure. His opinion
might be most objectionable to some of
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his friends sitting alongside of him, but
that did not worry him, for he was con-
vineed that we could well wait for at least
two or three years before spending so
large an amount on a work, the progress
of which might well be delayed for a time.
The work should not be continued until
we had in our State that financial stab-
ility which would warrant an expenditure
of that character. One must not forget
that expenditure of money was absolutely
necessary in the mining and agricultural
areas, and this fact should be taken into
consideration when the item was being
considered. Another matter to which
he took exception was the manner in
which the Loan Estimates were grouped.
Under the vote for mining development
& sum was set apart for expenditure in
the BEastern goidfields., It was unfair
that the swn should be allocated in that
manner, as it gave into the hands of the
Minister for Mines the power to distribute
that vote among the various mining
centres in the Eastern (joldfields exactly
as he thought fit. It must not be for-
gotten that e 't~ in the term
“ Eastern Goldfields” were such large
and important centres as Kalgoorlie.
Menzies, Mount Margaret and Norse-
man, and it would have been far better
had the Minister in fixing this grant, set
out in the Loan Estimates that & certain
sum of money should be expended in each
of these mining ccntres rather than that
the one lamp sum should be allocated to
the Eastern Goldfields, and thus leave it
to the Minister to use his discretion as to
what amount should be expended in the
various centres. It was not fair to the
Minister himself that this course should
have heen adopted, for it might be said,
and. in fact. it had been said, that the
Minister used the power in that direction
against the best interests of certain parts
of the Eastern Coldfields. Were he a
member of the Ministry at the present
time he would speak on this question
exactly as he did now. He would refer
at no greater length to the Loan Esti-
mates on the general discussion, because
he knew that members on both sides of
the House were anxious to get through
the work and let the Government get
into recess until next July.

{ASSEMBLY .}

Committee of Supply.

Mr. NANSON : It had not been his
intention to speak generally on the Loan
Estimates, for he recognised that it was
more convenient to take the items as
they stood ; but he had found that an
item upon which he particularly wished
to speak had no namber opposite to it
on the Estimates, and, therefore, if he
did not refer to the question now, he
might not be given an apportunity to do
so later on. He referred to the Upper
Chapman railway. It would be well to
remind the Committee that provision
was made for the Upper Chapman Rail-
way Bill on the Loan Bill of 1906, when
the sum of £16,000 was included in the
Schedule of that Bill for the purpose, and
it was expected, therefore, that no time
would be lost in introduecing the neces-
sary railway Bill and proceeding with
the work. As members were aware, it
was not until this session that a Bill
authorising the construction of the railway
was introduced, and both in this Chamber
and in another place it passed almost
without a dissentient voice, and cer-
tainly without a division. It was gener-
ally supposed, and indeed there was the
assurance from the Premier in a speech
he delivered at Cleraldton, and an assur-
ance which was given to him (Mr. Nan-
son) in private interviews, that it was
the intention of the Government, im-
mediately the Bill authorising the con-
struction of the railway was passed by
Parliament, to make provision on the
Loan Iistimates, so that the work of
constructing the railway might be pro-
ceaded with without any unnccessary
delay. When one took into account the
strong justification that existed for the
construction of that Jine and the amount
of revenue it would produce to the Gov-
ernment railways. there was the strongest
reason why there should be no delay in
proceeding with the work. The line was
only a short one, the distance being be-
tween 20 and 30 miles, and the swm in-
volved in 1its construction was under
£40,000. Tf the Covernment showed a
reasonahle amount of energy in pushing
forward this work, the line might be com-
pleated and ready for traffic to bring the
wheat down at the time of the nexi har-
vest, and he did not hesitate to say that a



Loan Eglimates :

considerable amount would be recouped
to the Government in respect of the ex-
penditure. He did not base his conten-
tion in regard to this work merely for the
revenue which would accrue to the Rail-
way Department, but he based it upon
the still stronger belief that the Premier
in the most emphatic manner possible,
when at Geraldton some months ago
assured the people on a public occasion,
the time of the Geraldton show, that it
was the intention of the Government to
proceed with this work without delay.
As far ss introdueing the Bill and using
such power as the Government possessed
to persuade the House to carry it, there
was no complaint against the action of
the Giovernment, but there was a very
strong expectation that provision would
be made upon the Loan Estimates, so
that the work might be carried cut. He
urged upon the Treasurer that an un-
doubied pledge was made by the Govern-
ment with regard to this work. The
work should not be delayed, and the
necessary provision should be made on
the Loan Estimates in order to carry out
the promise that tenders would be im-
mediately called. He could not but
think that the omission to make any pro-
vision on this year’s Estimates for con-
meneing that work, must be due to an
oversight on the part of the officers re-
sponsible for the Estimates. In the
absence of any explanation, he could not
think that the Premier, after the assur-
ance he had given, would not make pro-
vision for the work. He brought the
matter forward now, so that he might get
an assurance from the Government that
there would be no delay in- calling for
tenders. Then, if the tender should not
happen to be satisfactory with regard to
the amount, the Government could carry
out the work by day labour. Wihile a
great deal had been done during the last
ifew years in the direction of constructing
agricultural railways in various parts of
the State, this northern part was still
without an agricultural line, although
provision wag made in the Loan Bill of
1906 for carrying out this work. He
hoped the Treasurer would be able to
give him an assurance that it was expect-
ed that this long delayed work would be
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immediately put in hand. Funds were
available because the amount provided
in the 1906 Bill was still unexpended.

The TREASURER : The Engineer-in-
Chief and his officers went carefully into
the estimated expenditure of public
works up to the end of the financial year,
and this was then embodied in a ¢olumn
in the general summary. With regard to
this railway the hon. member could rely
that the Premier once having given an
assurance, the work would be carried out.
The position however, was that we could
not get rails and fastenings {ior this
various works until at the earliest about
June next.

AMr. Nanson : The Premier assured me
that he had rails and fastenings which
could be made available for this work.

The TREASURER : Rails and fasten-
ings were ordered but they could not
arrive before June next. Besides, plans
and specifications had to be prepared,
and these and other preliminary works
could not be carried out in & week. He
assured the hon. member that there would
be no delay, and as far as these Estimates
were concerned, they contained pro-
vision for this work under the heading of
ratls and fastenings. A small line like
this was different from a bigger under-
taking where preliminary work would be
undertaken before the rails and fasten-
ings came to hand. We could not on a
small line do much until the rails and
fastenings were available.

Mr. Nanson : How long will it take to
construct the line ?

The TREASURER : From the date of
commencement of construction, between
six and nine moaths. He could not give
a more definite assurance than that.

Mr. Nanson : I was assured that there
would be no difficulty in making an early
start ; I am sorry the Premier is not here.

The TREASURER : Rails and fasten-
ings were on the water, and would be
here about June. The hon. member
could not expect the whole of the Works
Department to be turned on to his rail-
way ; he must be satisfied with the
assurance that provision was contained
on these Estimates, which would be all
that was necessary up to the end of the
present financial yvear. Then there had
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been an alteration in the route. A new
survey had been made, plans and speci-
fieations drawn and tenders called. The
work would be pressed on with as fast as
possible. It was always the way—every-
body wanted his particular railway first.
The member should be satisfied to take
the assurance of the Premier that no time
would be lost. If we could cormmence
the work before the end of the financial
year it would be done

Vote—Depurtmental, £65,918:

Tterm : Salaries. I'ublic Works Depart-
ment, £40,329:

Mr. BATH: In the diseussion on the
Loan Bill he had pointed out the increase
in the amount allocated to a loan vote by
way of salaries. This was & convenient
way of showing an apparent saving,
while as a matter of fact it was not a
saving at all. It was characteristic of
the economic methods of the Govern-
ment.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.24 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Friday, 5th February, 1909.
Pace
Bills : Eunl:mpnl Corporations Act Amendment "

Limited Partnerships, 1., 2. 1984
Fremlgntle Mumcxpn.l Tmmlmys and Ele::trlc ® 086

Loan, £1 445.000 all Btn.gea . 1591
Ad]onmment..l’ g arnog t8 ... . 1895

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read: prayers.

BILL — MUNICIPAL CORPORA-
TIONS ACT AMENDMENT,.
Withdrawn.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D, Connolly): I ask leave to with-
draw ihis Bill. It was printed rather

[COUNCIL.]

“meni and has come to us.

Limited Portnerships Bill,

hurviedly and L find considerable altera-
linn is necessary. 1 think il would be
better to withdraw the Bill and introduce
a fresh one,

Bill, by leave, \uth(lmwn

PARTNERSHIPS.
Asgsem-

Bl1EL—LIMLTIED
Received frowm the Legislative
biy and read a first thne,

Neeond  Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading of the Bill said: 1t is not neces-
sary for me to speak at any length,
firstlv. because the prineiple invelved in
the Bill huas been adopted now for some
time in England. Tt is a Bill that was
uirder diseussion for a number of years
in Great Britain, and was approved of
by the diffevent Chambers of Commerce
there, and eventually passed the Imperial
Parliament. This, measure, with a slight
alteration whieh does not interfere with
the prineiple of the Bill, is a reprint of
the Tmperial Act. Then, again, the Bill
was introduced and passed through this
House in a previous session. It has just
heen passed by another braneh of Parlia-
I admit it is
somewlnat late to ask the House to assent
to a Bill of this eharacter, but for the
reasons I Liave wentioned it is not unrea-
sonable, even at this hour, to take the
Bill_ iuto  consideration.  Although the
Standing Ovders have been suspended, I
do not intend to press the Bill through to~
day, because we shall have to sit on an-
other day. If members did not become
acquainted with the provisions of the Bill
wlen it was before the Honse previously,
they will have time to study the measure
and become acqnainted with the provi-
sions; and those who remember the mea-
stire .of last session will have time to re-
fresh their wemories. This is a copy,
almost an exaet copy. of the Imperial
Act of 1907. It is a small Bill with some
slight alteration.

Hon, R. TW. Pennefather:
original? '

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Any
alteration? No.

Hon. J. W, Hacketi :

Anything

Anything novel?



